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	 At the initiative of  Councilwoman Connie 
Herrstrom, a committee of long-time residents with 
extensive relevant experience has been organized to ad-
vise the Council on measures to be taken to access grant 
money from the Open Space Acquisition Fund of the 
Monmouth County Parks Service for the restoration of 
the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial Amphitheater.     
Facing the Amphitheater is the great head of President 
Roosevelt, which was designed by Ben Shahn, Roosevelt’s 
most prominent artist resident, and was cast by his son, 
Jonathan.  It was dedicated in June of 1962 in the pres-
ence of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, widow of the late Presi-
dent, in what turned out to be her last public appearance 
before her final illness.  The Amphitheater was designed 
by architect and former mayor Bert Ellentuck, who has 
agreed to serve as a member of the committee.
	 In addition to Mr. Ellentuck, the members of the 
committee include Jeb Shahn, representing the family of 
the designer and of the sculptor, Gail Hunton, secretary 
of the Fund for Roosevelt who is employed by the Parks 
Service and brought the grant program to the Council’s 
attention, School Board member John Ord, School Board 
member, Environmental Commission chairman, Bor-
ough Historian and Fund for Roosevelt board member 
Michael Ticktin, Planning Board member Fred Septak, 
professional planner, Fund for Roosevelt vice-president 
and Roosevelt Arts Project member Alan Mallach, and 
landscape architect Kate John-Alder, as well as Mayor 
Peggy Malkin and Council members Herrstrom and Mike 
Hamilton.
	 In addition to serving as a fitting memorial to the 
President who was ultimately responsible for the estab-

Community Group Organized to Advise the Council on  
Restoration of the FDR Memorial Amphitheater

 by Michael Ticktin 
Additional reporting by Rick Pressler

lishment of this community, the Amphitheater was origi-
nally intended to be used for concerts and for other social 
and cultural community events.  In the course of the last 60 
years, it has come to be used almost exclusively as the site 
of Roosevelt Public School graduations, and the committee 
will endeavor to find ways of returning to the original vi-
sion of broader and more frequent community use.  Among 
the improvements that have been suggested are the installa-
tion of a handrail and of wheelchair-accessible pathways.
 	 The maximum funding of a grant from the Open Space 
Acquisition Fund is $500,000.  The municipality is expected 
to provide half the total funding.  The Fund for Roosevelt, 
a community-based organization, may be able to assist the 
municipality in providing its share, once further details of 
proposed expenditures are determined and provided.
	 One of the first orders of business was for the Borough 
Council to retain a consultant to advise the project. After 
consideration of several proposals, the committee recom-
mended to the Borough Council the firm ETM Associates, 
a Highland Park-based landscape architecture firm spe-
cializing in public spaces, to serve in this capacity (https://
etmassociatesllc.com/). 
	 In March, Fund for Roosevelt board member Alan 
Mallach and Borough Council member Connie Herrstrom 
presented the plan for restoration of the FDR memorial to 
the Borough Council, where it was warmly accepted. On 
April 17th, the Council authorized the contract with ETM 
as per the committee’s earlier recomendation. The firm will 
produce and approve a schematic design, prepare public 
bid specifications, file the application for project authoriza-
tion with the New Jersey Historic Preservation office, and 
prepare cost estimates.
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���A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Welcome to the 44th edition of the Roosevelt Borough Bulletin. Issues run from 
September through July. We will not publish in January and August.

Roosevelt Borough Bulletin Submission Process 
The Bulletin welcomes submissions for news items, information of local inter-

est, letters to the editor, poetry, and visual arts. We ask all contributors to adhere 
to the following submission guidelines:

• Send your submission to the email: 
   rooseveltbulletinsubmissions@gmail.com.  
• Send your submission as a Microsoft Word attachment or as plain text with
   in the body of your email. Please do not send PDFs. 
• Please include images as separate files. 
• The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month prior to publication   
  (e.g., January 15 for the February issue). Submissions received after the 15th 
  will normally be printed in the issue following the one currently in 
  production.   
• Most submissions will also be added to the Bulletin web site. Allow up to  
  one week for submissions to appear online after publication of the print 
  edition.
• Please name your files with your last name, or the name of your 
  organization, and the month. 

It’s natural that people have second thoughts about what they’ve written, but 
we want to discourage multiple submissions of the same thing, whenever possible.  
When this is necessary, the revised version should be clearly named as a revision.

The Bulletin board members are thrilled to see that people are utilizing the 
Bulletin as a forum for communicating about our community’s most critical issues. 
And it is impressive that Roosevelt has supported this publication for so many 
decades by contributing both financially and intellectually. We are committed to 
providing you with the best publication possible—your support of our submission 
guidelines will enable our volunteers to most effectively meet that goal.

The MEALS ON WHEELS program delivers prepared meals to Roosevelt seniors 
who need this assistance. Though meals are provided free of charge to recipients, the 
cost to the program is $2.50 per meal. Donations to help cover these costs May be 
sent to Interfaith Neighbors, 810 Fourth Avenue, Asbury Park, NJ 07712

SENIOR CITIZENS: There is a S.C.A.T. bus provided by Monmouth County 
Division of Transportation that comes to Roosevelt and will take you shop-
ping to ShopRite in East Windsor. There is no charge to you for this service. 
   If you wish to go, you must call the S.C.A.T. bus at 732-431-6485 and press 1. Give 
them your name, address, and the town you are from, and where you wish to go. 

The Roosevelt Borough Bulletin is 
published monthly, except	

August and January by 
Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc.  

P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555
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An archive of all past issues of the Bulletin can be found online at www.mazicmusic.com/rbb.htm, courtesy of Mark 
Zuckerman. Current and recent issues can also be found online at www.rooseveltboroughbulletin.org., the official 
website of the Borough Bulletin. To have the Bulletin sent to you by email, please send your request to rpressler32@
gmail.com.
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THE ROOSEVELT BOROUGH BULLETIN 
is distributed free-of-charge to Roosevelt residents.  We look forward to and appreciate contributions which are very much need-

ed to keep our publication going. Contributions are tax deductible
PLEASE NOTE: Due to postal regulations we can only ask for “donations” rather than “subscriptions” from  out-of-towners 

who wish to receive the BULLETIN. 
We will be pleased to continue sending them the BULLETIN when we receive their contributions 

which, of course, can be for the same amount (or more) as in the past.
In order to save on postage, we would encourage non-residents who have computers to subscribe to the Bulletin online at www.

boroughbulletin.org in lieu of receiving a paper copy.  
Donations from readers, wherever they may be, and regardless of the medium in which they read the Bulletin,  

are still very much welcome, since we could not publish without your support.
PLEASE SEND IN A CONTRIBUTION TODAY.  WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.

Please send contributions to:  Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc., P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555 

    According to the 2020 census, 
Roosevelt now has 808 residents.  
This represents a population loss of 
74 (-8.39%) since the 2010 census 
and of 125 (-13.4%) since the 2000 
census, in which Roosevelt reached 
its highest-ever population of 933.
    During the past 20 years, there has 
been no net change in the number of 
dwelling units (337), including 315 
houses and 22 apartments.  The aver-
age number of persons per dwelling 
unit declined to 2.40, the lowest it has 
ever been.  
    Elsewhere in the “Panhandle” 
region of Monmouth County, which 
comprises the four westernmost mu-
nicipalities, the only munici-
pality with an increased pop-
ulation was Upper Freehold, 
which went from 6902 to 7273, 
a 5.4% increase.  Millstone 
actually decreased by 1.8%, 
from 10556 to 10317, while 
Allentown decreased by 5.1%, 
from 1828 to 1734.
    The population of 
Monmouth County as a whole 
increased by 2.1%, from 
630380 to 643615.  

    Roosevelt is now the third smallest 
municipality in Monmouth County, 
surpassing only Allenhurst (472) and 
Loch Arbour (224).   The 2010 census 
showed it as fifth smallest, surpassing 
Deal with 750 (now 900) and Inter-
laken with 820 (now 828)  as well.  It 
is also the 25th smallest municipality 
in New Jersey, the smallest being 
Walpack in Sussex County, down to 7 
from 16, and the second-smallest, and 
formerly the smallest, being Tavis-
tock in Camden County, up by 80% 
from 5 to 9. (For those interested in 
such things, it should be noted that 
Pahaquarry, which was down to 6 
residents, consolidated with Hardwick 

Census Finds 808 Residents Population Loss Since 2000 Continues--
Fewer People Here Now Than In 1970

by Michael Ticktin Township only when the situation 
became such that there were only 
two people eligible to serve on the 
three-member township committee, 
since four of the six residents were 
a family in which both parents were 
federal employees who were ineligible 
to hold a political office because of the 
federal Hatch Act.  Even so, Hardwick 
was only willing to consolidate if the 
Legislature would agree, which it did, 
to have the State pay the cost of trans-
porting the two children until they 
graduated from high school.)
    The following chart shows the de-
cade-by-decade changes in the popu-
lation of Jersey Homesteads/Roosevelt 
from 1940 through 2020:

Cencus 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

Population 629 720 764 814 835 884 933 882 808

Pct. 
Change

+3.2% +6.1% +6.5% +2.6% +5.9% +5.5% -5.5% -8.4%

Dwelling 201 206 224 242 284 332 337 337 337

Change 0.2% 8.7% 8.0% 17.4% 16.9% 1.5% 0% 0%

Pers/unit 3.46 3.5 3.41 3.36 2.94 2.66 2.77 2.62 2.40

Roosevelt Residents Bulk Pick Up 
May 1, 2023
See borough website at https://rooseveltnj.us/ 
for detailed list of  acceptable and prohibited items.



4  B u l l e t i n  • April/May 2023

	 In 1945, when World War II 
ended, I was ten-years old. I had just 
spent five years hiding from the Nazis 
who had occupied Belgium where 
my family and I had been living. My 
father died of  natural causes in 1941, 
and my brother, 9 years older than 
me, had returned from Switzerland 
where he’d been hiding as he worked 
for bed and board as a lumberjack. My 
mother had spent a couple of  years 
in a small village outside of  Waterloo; 
then for more than a year she hid in a 
shack in the woods, fed by a Belgian 
Underground member. After the war, 
psychologically decimated, she went to 
a warehouse to search for the family’s 
confiscated furniture. The Belgian 
government told her she could have it 
if  she could prove it had been hers; she 
attempted suicide when she couldn’t 
find any of  her belongings.
	 My brother, who’d just married, 
found it difficult to deal with taking 
care of  me. He found an orphanage to 
send me to while my mother recovered 
in an asylum. This was the second 
orphanage I’d wind up in in less than 
three years.  It was run by a religious 
group that intended to help orphan 
Jews emigrate to kibbutzim in Israel. 
The first orphanage had originally been 
a convent that doubled as an orphan-
age and hid Jews during the war.
	 After my mother was released, we 
were reunited in Brussels where we’d 
lived prior to the war. I re-entered 
elementary school in the sixth grade, 
where I encountered the same teacher 
who had stood by and smirked as the 
Gestapo removed me forcibly from 
my first-grade classroom because I 
was a dangerous Jew. This teacher had 
moved up each year with his class. I 
missed four years of  education, but, 
nonetheless, here I was with the same 
anti-Semite who’d seen nothing wrong 
with three little boys being dragged out 
of  first grade by Nazis. Despite facing 
such potential horrendous hostility, 
two other Jewish students and I, all 

of  whom had been forced into hiding 
during the war, graduated first, second, 
and third from elementary school. 
I’d only had a few months of  formal 
schooling during my hidden years. It 
has remained a moment of  pride for 
the three of  us.
	 After the war, it seemed that the 
occupation of  Belgium and the treat-
ment Jews faced there had very little 
impact on assuaging the renowned 
European anti-Semitism. We were still 
often insulted and beaten up by gentiles 
right after the war. Although taller than 
many my age in high school, I was thin 
and easily intimidated. Bullies in high 
school found me and others easy prey. 
It’s really an after-thought on my part 
that one could expect some compas-
sion and solidarity from those who 
had stood by while Jews were being 
dragged from their homes and taken 
away to concentration camps. In 1946 
and 1947, thirteen- and fourteen-year-
olds certainly understood what had 
happened. I’m not sure whether the 
continued abuse by our gentile peers 
was what motivated a large segment of  
the young adult Jewish community to 
join Jewish youth movements, which 
were more political than religious in 
nature. Many developed the aspiration, 
which ultimately became a reality, to 
move on to Israel where it would likely 
be safe to be a Jew of  any stripe—
left, center, or right. I remember the 
perplexing experiences I had when I 
was twelve and would reminisce with 
other boys and girls about our wartime 
escapes; I often shied away from such 
conversations. I guess like any group 
of  people comparing situations, even 
the most horrendous elicit competition. 
There we were outperforming each 
other with who was hidden longer, 
whose conditions were worse, and who 
lost more family. It’s not clear to me if  
it was because my experiences seemed 
almost banal compared to living in con-
centration camps with death all around, 
but I wondered why we were almost 
embellishing the worst scenarios. So, I 

often withdrew, and I suppose I lost a 
community yet again. As time went on, 
the new life most young people were 
working at forming supplanted the past 
with new experiences and frontiers. 
This life would only suffice, though, 
if  it also gave us the chance to replace 
the social and cultural void we’d lived 
through with an ability to control some 
of  the events affecting us as Jews.
	 As I’m trying to recollect the 
aftermath for us and others, I’m sitting 
home alone, encouraged to stay in 
and away from others because of  the 
current coronavirus pandemic. Pol-
iticians have called the pandemic a 
war almost as soon as they sensed it 
would be a difficult battle. At first, I 
felt offended for those who experi-
enced World War II, as well as those 
who suffered through any war. But the 
other evening, I felt a sense of  being 
imprisoned, detained, alone, resentful, 
and very angry. It struck me that I’d 
learned all these emotions as a pre-
teen. Although I don’t feel the need 
to act out now, I did then. I attempted 
to mask (familiar, isn’t it?) my feelings 
and hide my real sense of  self. I’m not 
certain how ubiquitous that manifested 
behavior was then. I’m sure there is 
plenty of  literature out there to suggest 
that I wasn’t the only young Jew who 
remained in hiding—that is, emotional-
ly—even after the Nazis were defeated 
and our home countries were liberated. 
Few friends and acquaintances knew 
any specifics about my war years.
	 In 1990, forty-five years after the 
end of  the war, several European Jews 
(mostly from Belgium and Poland) 
living in New York, who had often 
socialized and shared their war years, 
decided to put an ad in a couple of  
magazines inviting others to join them 
in New York to open a dialogue about 
their hidden past. Fortunately, an old 
Belgian friend mentioned the maga-
zine, which I rarely read. It intrigued 
me sufficiently to sign up and go. I felt 
anxious but didn’t exactly know why. 

AVRUMELE AFTERMATH  III-1
My 1945 Aftermath
By Albert Hepner

Continued on Page 5
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Perhaps it was an aversion to those old 
childhood conversations competing 
about who had had the worst past, but 
I believe it was something else: they 
had named the group “The Hidden 
Children of  the Holocaust.” I wasn’t 
sure why the name surprised me, but it 
put me off. To the organizing groups’ 
surprise more than 1,600 people from 
around the world responded, so we met 
at the Marriott Hotel in Times Square 
instead of  some small hall.
	 Over the many years since the 
war, most of  us had not discussed our 
pasts. I don’t remember exactly, but my 
brother who’d stayed in Brussels and 
who I’d visit periodically rarely men-
tioned conversations about the war, 
even among the survivors. The reasons 
for that are doubtlessly as numerous 
as there are survivors, but enough time 
had elapsed to help people let their 
past out of  the bag, so to speak. For 
my part, I vaguely remember telling my 
very young children some anecdotes 
about my time in Belgium. One time, 
after I’d told a short story to my family, 
it struck me that I’d embellished a part 
of  the story, making it sound more dra-
matic than it had been. I felt so guilty 
afterwards that I never owned up to 
the fabrication, but for the longest time 
I didn’t discuss any other events from 
the war years. It wasn’t until 1982 that 
I asked my wife and three daughters 
to come to Belgium with me. There I 
would show them all the places where 
I’d lived and been hidden. Being on the 
ground there helped me recollect the 
events more clearly and perhaps more 
accurately.
	 The Hidden Children gathering was 
an emotional assembly of  people who’d 
evidently been desperate to share their 
wartime experiences with others who 
would understand. The assembly broke 
down into smaller groups facilitated by 
social workers, psychologists, and other 
people familiar with how pain works. I 
can’t speak for others, but after sever-
al others and I, in our group, had the 
opportunity to share some preliminary 
information, it quickly struck me how 

much I’d not said through the years. 
The “Hidden” in the title revealed 
itself  before I got home that evening.  
	 The breakdown groups were 
principally divided up geographically; 
that is, not only were Belgian Jews in 
a specific group, but if  the attendees 
were heavily represented by a particular 
city, they made every attempt to group 
us by neighborhoods. Henri, one of  the 
men in my group, had also been from 
Brussels, but we’d been good friends 
and felt drawn in part because we felt 
we’d had parallel lives. Yet, as much 
time as we’d spent together both in 
Brussels and in Manhattan, where I’d 
gotten him a job where I worked, we’d 
hardly discussed any details. Now in 
this group, we all revealed some experi-
ences, many of  those Henri mentioned 
and several I described were surprises 
to both of  us. The details, it seems to 
me, are less important than the effect 
it seemed to have had on us. It might 
have been a collective epiphany that 
helped many of  us realize that hiding 
from the Nazis was seminal in its effect 
on the hidden personality many of  us 
had developed. The hiding had gone 
much more deeply within each person’s 
psyche than some of  us had realized 
or perhaps still don’t realize. I, for one, 
was shocked by my reaction to what I 
discovered.
	 I spent many years struggling with 
what had caused me to be how I was 
as a person. Any negative personali-
ty disorders I perceived, I tended to 
blame on the war. It was my go-to 
place. It took many years for me to 
develop a more reasonable source of  
emotional confusion. I suppose if  we 
had felt comfortable discussing details 
about our personalities, many might 
have found more apt rationales for 
our behavior. In many ways, getting 
together with The Hidden Children 
prompted us to recognize that many 
of  us were often reacting to the natural 
expectations of  hidden people; we 
unconsciously imposed an acceptable 
personality on ourselves. It often went 
beyond, “Oh, I can’t be a Jew,” for I’m 
not that bad; it reflexively encouraged 
us to find the person we thought others 

wanted us to be rather than the person 
we were. I’ve often been told I’m very 
funny at times, but it wasn’t until I was 
in my fifties that I understood that my 
humor was an act for the Germans and 
the Gentiles who really would be more 
comfortable if  I were not Jewish. 
	 An argument that my Ameri-
can-born wife and I had about the 
effect I presented to my children was 
what helped me question my attitudes 
and how genuine they were. I suggested 
to my wife that my very presence would 
be enough of  a clue to my children that 
I expected them to somehow imbibe 
my Jewish persona. She pointed out 
that I was mostly a negative Jew. I had 
embraced my ideas of  Jewishness as a 
reaction to those that didn’t want me. 
I was being obstreperous. I was going 
to be Jewish to spite the Gentiles, not 
because there was something positive 
about being Jewish. This correct notion 
made me rethink my behavior and the 
negative influences it might have gener-
ated in my daughters, who fortunately 
were more productively being taught by 
my wife who’d had a positive funda-
mental education in Judaism. Decades 
after my wife and I had reflected on 
how we were portraying Judaism, one 
of  my daughters said something that I 
could never forgive myself  for: She said 
that very often in her life she felt guilty 
for complaining about some negative 
events in her life because she felt that 
those were in no way as horrendous as 
mine had been.
	 In a nutshell, I wonder if  that’s 
not how our lives are judged by us and 
others. After the war, Jews went about 
the best way they knew how, often in-
fluenced by how the war affected them. 
Gentiles did the same. It boggles the 
mind how little history teaches us to be 
different or perhaps better. I guess as 
educators, we might as well give more 
weight to the thesis of  “The Pedagogy 
of  the Oppressed” by Paulo Freire. We 
only learn well what was done to us.

Continued from Page 4



E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C O M M I S S I O N
By Steve Taylor

 	 This month’s article highlights 
a native species that we need to 
encourage, the northern bayberry, 
Morella pensylvanica, or Myrica 
pensylvanica depending on which 
naming system is used.  

	 It can be found along the coast 
from just south of the Delmarva 
Peninsula to Nova Scotia and the 
tip of Newfoundland.  This decidu-
ous or semi-evergreen shrub grows 
about 6 to 12 feet tall.  The aro-
matic leaves are 1 to 3 inches long 
and ½ to 1 inch wide.  The male 
and female plants bloom in May.  
In the fall and winter, the female 
plants bear dull blue-grey, 1/5-inch 
berries along the stem.  These are 
the same berries that were used in 
colonial America to make bayberry 
wax candles.  It takes about a gal-
lon of berries to yield a cup of wax.  
Besides propagation with seeds, 
bayberry also spreads by means of 
root suckers, but it is not overly 
aggressive.

	 The northern bayberry is fre-
quently found on coast dunes, pine 
barrens and other areas with poor 
soil.  It can thrive there because 
its roots have nodules containing 
nitrogen-fixing microorganisms, a 
built-in fertilizer factory.  Although 
bayberries are not 
legumes, legumes pos-
sess this same feature.  
Mother Nature never 
wastes a good idea.

	 You might have 
guessed that because 
this plant is called the 
northern bayberry that 
there might be a southern 
bayberry.  There is, M. 
caroliniensis, and there 
is also a coastal bayberry 
(M. heterophylla) and a 
wax myrtle (M. cerifera).  

To make matters worse, where 
their ranges overlap, they hybridize 
making identification of wild plants 
tricky in these areas.  

	 Northern bayberry prefers a 
location with sun or part shade.  
It does not do well in full shade.  
It is deer resistant. The northern 
bayberry is commercially available, 
and there are several named vari-
eties.  It is an important food for 
yellow-rumped warblers, a bird that 
has been seen in Roosevelt by our 
resident bird-watchers.  Many other 
birds also enjoy the berries; includ-
ing cedar waxwings, and bluebirds.  
The flowers, although not impres-
sive, provide nectar for pollinators.  
If you need a plant for your yard, 
this might be just the thing.

References:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Myrica_pensylvanica

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/
myrica-pensylvanica/

https://www.wildflower.org/
plants/result.php?id_plant=mope6

The Northern Bayberry
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Trail Day 2023
By Sam Ashburner 

The Roosevelt Environmental 
Commission is happy to an-
nounce that Trail Day 2023 will 
take place on Saturday, June 3rd 
between 9AM and 12PM. We 
would love to introduce com-
munity members to their home-
town trails while removing trash 
and learning about the “leave 
no trace” approach to enjoying 
nature. 

Planned activities include a trail 
cleanup walk, a presentation 
about “leaving no trace” and a 
Fairy Garden tour carried out in 
partnership with the Roosevelt 
Public School.

The “leave no trace” demon-
stration will take place near the 
Compost display at the trailhead 
near the Amphitheater. An En-
vironmental Commission table 
will also be located in this area to 
guide guests and discuss future 
events and community involve-
ment. 

For more information, you are 
encouraged to join Roosevelt 
Environmental Commission 
meetings over Zoom every third 
Wednesday of  the month at 7PM. 
You can also learn more on the 
Borough Website and Friends of  
Roosevelt Environmental Com-
mission Facebook page.

“This place will always represent 
the ultimate sensation of  free-
dom…any tracks I leave, any 
habitat I disturb should disappear 
in hours” -Steve Irwin
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Public Health Emergency?
You can call the 

Monmouth County 
Board of  Health 24/7 at 

732-431-7456

R O O S E V E L T  R A M B L I N G

Busy as..

	 Many Farm Lane, Lake Ave-
nue, and Valley Road residents—
as well as some cross-towners 
from west of  Rochdale—have 
noticed the remarkable industry 
of  our local beavers. A substan-
tial primary dam, as well as some 
smaller secondary structures, have 
expanded the wetland where the 
Woodland Trail crosses the North 
Valley Road access. A large mud 
and log structure abuts the shore-
line on the east side of  the road 
and deepening water has created 
an ample pond for the two ap-
parently mated beavers and their 
offspring. They are often spotted 
at dusk gliding down a shallow 
channel on their way home.
	 The North American beaver 
(Castor canadensis) is the sec-
ond-largest living rodent, weigh-
ing up to 110 pounds.  They have 
stout bodies with large heads, 
long chisel-like incisors, brown 
or gray fur, hand-like front feet, 
webbed back feet, and tails that 

are flat and scaly. They are her-
bivorous, consuming tree bark, 
aquatic plants, grasses and sedge 
(wikipedia.org).
	 Beavers can have a pro-
found effect on the landscape, 
their ponds creating habitat for 
wildlife and water features for 
humans. Fish, large bullfrogs, 
and a great blue heron have been 
spotted recently in our newly en-
larged waterways. These partic-
ular beavers appear quite at ease 
with the presence of  people and 
dogs passing through. 

Issue/ Problem CCall
Power outage JCP&L - 1-888-544-4877

Telephone outage Your telephone provider 
(phone #  is on your bill)

Loose  or lost dog Animal Ctrl:  609-234-4862 or State Police  
609-584-5000

Road obstruction 911 /State Police 609-584-5000

Trees down 911 /State Police 609-584-5000

Health Emergency 911 

Comcast outage 1-800-COMCAST

FIoS outage (800) 837-4966

Wildlife Issues 877-927-6337

By Rick Pressler
American Life in Poetry 
Column 927

LAND HO

I cannot speak the languages
spoken in that vessel,
cannot read the beads
promising salvation.

I know this only,
that when the green of  land
appeared like light
after the horror of  this crossing,

we straightened our backs
and faced the simplicity
of  new days with flame.
I know I have the blood of  survivors

coursing through my veins;
I know the lament of  our loss
must warm us again and again
down in the belly of  the whale,

here in the belly of  the whale
where we are still searching for homes.
We sing laments so old, so true,
then straighten our backs again.

-- Kwame Dawes

Poem copyright ©1996 by Kwame Dawes, 
“Land Ho” from Requiem (Peepal Tree Press 
Ltd., 1996) Poem reprinted by permission of  
the author and the publisher through  
American Life in Poetry. 



8  B u l l e t i n  • April/May 2023

	 What’s new at RPS? Visiting 
Artists! Combining local artists and 
students, the new VAP (Visiting Artist 
Program) at RPS has begun. 
Made possible with a grant from the 
RPSEducation Foundation, RPS stu-
dents are now reaping the benefits of  
being housed in a town steeped in the 
history and tradition of  art. The new 
program brings a local artist into the 
school once a month to share talents, 
stories, and projects. 
	 The program was designed to 
merge the Roosevelt community and 
school. With so many local artists, this 
program enables RPS to tap into a 
variety of  talents.
	 VAP began on November 4th 
with resident David Ticktin discussing 
and showcasing photography. With his 
usual comic flare, he taught students 
about photographic rules and then 
how and why to break them. The stu-
dents then had a chance to use iPads 
to take their own portraits.
	 On December 2nd, Pre-School 
Mom, Amy Dreyling, an artist that 
paints on various glass vessels such 
as vases, sun-catchers and ornaments, 
showed the students techniques on 
her specialty. Students made painted 
glass coasters with a winter theme.
January brought local poet and RAP 

President David Herrstrom 
who spent time with 
students discussing words, 
emotions and rhyme. 
	 In February the RPS 
students were treated to 
Ange Chianese, a New 
Jersey musician and teacher 
who ran drum circles that 
pounded into the students’ 
hearts.
	 March brought a 3 day 
project with local muralist 
Ani Rosskam. Ani brought 
students outside to brain-
storm ideas for the mural, students 
sketched and painted and in the end 
put together a 12 by 7.5 foot mural to 
be displayed on the stage.
Tailored to each grade level, all artists 
meet with students from grades Pre-k 
to 5th and share their artistic back-
ground, experiences, and knowledge. 
Finishing out the year will be world 
renowned opera singer Cheri Katz, 
sharing her talents and introducing the 
students to the world of  opera! 
	 RPS hopes to make this an ongo-
ing program bringing new and exciting 
artists every year to the school to sup-
plement the already successful art and 

Continued on Page 9

Photographs on pages 8-9 were provided by the Roosevelt Public School Education Foundation
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music programs. Next year’s talent may 
include sound installations, dancers and 
other surprising local talent!
	 Anyone interested in being a part 
of  this visiting artist program this year or 

next, contact Larisa@rps1.org

Continued from Page 8

What’s it all about…
the Great Outdoors!

Roosevelt Adventure Camp and 
Teen Exploration Club! 
Register Today! 

Roosevelt Adventure 
Camp is back in 2023! 
We are so excited for another summer 
outside exploring all of  the beautiful 
trails, lakes, parks, streams, and forests of  
our amazing community. Sign-up today! 
What?          	
Bike Rides, Trail Walks, Kayak Explorations, Outdoor Skill Develop-
ment, Leadership Skills, Creative Arts, Community Education, Team 
Building Challenges, and Traditional Camp Games led by experienced 
counselors from your community

When? 
Day Camp 7 weeks: 7/5- 8/18, Mon- Fri 9AM-1PM 	    
Teen Club 6 Weeks: 7/11- 8/17, Tues & Thurs 2PM-5PM     
Flexible Hours and Weekly Commitments Available
	
Who?               
Day Camp- Campers entering 1st-7th grade
Teen Club- 7th to 11th grade

Where?       	
Rotating Locations around greater Roosevelt and the Assunpink Wildlife 
Management Area 
Registration and other family forms available at RooseveltAdventures.
com
Contact gus@rooseveltadventures or 609-462-3041 for any questions

 This is a program run by Roosevelt Adventures and is not affiliat-
ed with the Roosevelt Borough
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American Life in Poetry
Column 926 
By Kwame Dawes

In this moving elegy to his infant daughter, Saddiq Dzukogi, reminds us 
of  how complex grief  can be. The body’s responses to grief  offer a way 
for us to cope with its deep pain. Here, the poem, “So Much Memory”, 
is a tender performance in which the poet, beautifully and hopefully, 
seeks to capture the lingering song of  his daughter’s memory.

So Much Memory

Now he answers to everything that reminds him of  her, 
a crib rocking, a circle of  faces 
crowing at him. He can neither leave his eyes open 
nor shut them. Splits the night 
walking between two cornfields, striding 
like he’s going for the thing he’ll never find. 
See how he runs his hands over his body, 
how his skin peels. After a night of  crying, 
he can feel her limbs in his palms, 
versified, nothing made of  flesh; 
nothing made of  bone. He opens his mind 
and lets the leaves be his skin 
and lets a song fall inside another song: 
it mimics his daughter’s voice.

-- Saddiq Dzukogi

Poem copyright ©2021 by Saddiq Dzukogi, “So Much Memory” from 
Your Crib, My Qibla (University of  Nebraska Press, 2021.) Poem 
reprinted by permission of  the author and the publisher. Introduction 
copyright ©2022 by The Poetry Foundation. The introduction’s author, 
Kwame Dawes, is George W. Holmes Professor of  English and Glenna 
Luschei Editor of  Prairie Schooner at the University of  Nebraska.

New Jersey   
Department of Environmental 

Protection

24-Hour Hotline

1-877-WARNDEP or  
1-877-927-6337

For reporting spills, hazardous 
discharges, and other  

environmental emergencies.

Keep up to date with the latest happenings, 
events and announcments.   
www.facebook.com/
RooseveltBoroughBulletin

If you would like your organization’s event 
posted to our Facebook page,  
please send event details to 

rooseveltbulletinsubmissions@gmail.com.

Pencil on paper by Zach Pressler

Save our Sewers – 
Don’t Flush Wipes

•	 Please do not flush wipes or paper towels down your toilet. Even 
the wipes that are labeled “flushable” are not treatable in our 
sewage treatment plant. They clog up the equipment and the 
repairs are costly.

•	 Please do not pour household grease down your drain. This 
clogs the sewer lines and the repairs are costly.

•	 Your water/sewer bill reflects the added maintenance costs 
caused by these wipes and household grease.

•	 Please put your wipes, paper towels and household grease in the 
trash.



    Did you know that Roosevelt 
Borough now has a Water Story? It 
starts in the creeks and groundwater 
in Millstone Township, in the regional 
aquifer system, and in the precipitation 
produced by an unpredictable climate. 
It terminates in the Delaware and Rar-
itan Rivers and all downstream com-
munities in between and is absorbed 
back into the aquifer. Of  course, the 
plot becomes most dramatic here in 
the Borough itself, where water is the 
hero that sustains us, our flora, and our 
fauna. However, it is also the villain 
that destroys our infrastructure and 
property. Our water story encompasses 
everything that enters, exits, and sur-
rounds our many water bodies includ-

The Roosevelt Water Story
by Hilary Wilder

ing our public and private drinking and 
wastewater systems, Empty Box Brook, 
and more.
     Like water itself, the story is perpet-
ual. New chapters must be written that 
outline sustainable and environmentally 
friendly actions. They should also be 
employed as a reference when making 
decisions concerning our continually 
changing water systems. All fiscal, en-
vironmental, and public health impacts 
should be considered. That’s where we 
need to hear from YOU! What issues 
should these next chapters include and 
how should they be resolved? 
    A draft of  the entire water story is 
available online at https://rooseveltnj.

us/images/EC/EC-documents/Roos-
evelt-Water-Story-2023.pdf. In addition, 
we will be giving presentations around 
town over the next few months. So 
please, read all about Roosevelt Bor-
ough’s water, and let us know:
What water-related issues do you think 
need to be addressed in Roosevelt (list 
up to five, in order of  most to least 
important)
    What ideas do you have for address-
ing the issues you listed above?
Can we contact you for more input? 
(please give your name & contact info)
Please email your responses to environ-
mental@rooseveltnj.us. Thanks!

By Frances Duckett

	 Weird sounds and flashing lights 
emanated from North Valley Road on 
November 4th, where about 25 people, 
including some small children, gathered 
around a firepit for a theatrical perfor-
mance.  
	 Robert Axel explained to us that he 
had written the script for “The Flashing 
in the Attic” based on a short story he 
had written years before,  The play was 
produced by Ellen Silverman, who also 
provided the venue and the projections 
depicting the characters, and orchestrat-
ed the visual components.
	 Robert, surrounded in pale blue 
light, was charming as the narrator of  
a fantastic plot in which two tiny boys 
explore spooky lights and noises which 
disturb their play—and then their sleep-
-on a December night. They get out 
of  bed and access a pull-down ladder 
with great difficulty to reach the attic.  
Following the moving light out the attic 
window they fall into deep snow in their 
footie pajamas.  More adventures ensue 
but by dawn they’ve trailed the light 
back to the attic, and are discovered by 
their parents trying to unlock an old 

trunk into which the light had vanished.  
Their father helps them get it open and 
the boy’s amazing perseverance is then 
rewarded as a beautiful and valuable 
treasure is revealed.
	 The sound effects were  well done, 
designed by Robert, assisted by David 
Teich on the playlist and Ron Kostar 
who cued the sounds.  Lights by 
Theresa Secks and Crystal Raines.  Joe 
Trammel helped as a consultant and 
Eric Vuolle recorded the performance.  
Images of  the boys, created by Mrs. 
Silverman, were projected at intervals, 
highlighting the climb and the fall.
	 For this viewer the investigation by 
the two tiny boys had an emotional im-
pact. It brought up memories of  what 
it felt like to have an adventurous son. 
(I swore mine would kill himself  before 
reaching age 4.), and also memories of  
what it felt like to be a child myself.  I 
was moved by the loyalty the younger 
boy showed to his brother, and the way 
his elder brother included and protected 
him. It was an exciting performance, 
made all the more satisfying by the ob-
vious community support and collabo-
ration. 

Review:   The Flashing in the Attic  by Robert Axel
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Attention Roosevelt 
Residents

The general speed limit on 
Borough roads is 25 mph 
except route 571, Windsor 
Road and Nurko Road. 

School Lane is 15 mph 
from Pine Drive to 
Roosevelt Public School.

Digital art by Lois Pressler
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Roosevelt Adventures – (609) 462 3041 –
gus@rooseveltadventures.com Rooseveltadventures.com

Roosevelt Adventure Camp! Teen Exploration Club!
Register Today!

Roosevelt Adventures is back with our Adventure Camp and Teen Club in 2023! We are so excited for another
summer outside exploring all of the beautiful trails, lakes, parks, streams, and forests of our amazing community!
Come join us outside for a day, a week, or a season, to learn, grow, be challenged, get moving, and have fun!

What? Bike Rides, Trail Walks, Kayak Explorations, Outdoor Skill
Development, Leadership Skills, Creative Arts, Community
Education, Team Building Challenges, and Traditional Camp
Games led by experienced counselors from your community

When? Day Camp 7 weeks: 7/5- 8/18, Mon- Fri 9AM-1PM
Teen Club 6 Weeks: 7/11- 8/17, Tues & Thurs 2PM-5PM
Flexible Hours and Weekly Commitments Available

Who? Day Camp- Campers entering 1st-7th grade
Teen Club- 7th to 11th grade

Where? Rotating Locations around greater Roosevelt and the
Assunpink Wildlife Management Area

How does the registration/payment work? Please register your camper(s) or teen(s) with a minimum $100 deposit/camper to
reserve their spot and schedule the dates using the Registration sheet as soon as you know what your family is interested in. The due date for
total payment is June 21st, 2 weeks before our first session. As always, we try to be as flexible as possible and will always do our best to adjust
your child’s dates or your family’s payment schedule upon request with open communication. Camper/Teen cancellations will be able to be
made-up at a future date of the families choosing. Camp or Club cancellations (while rare but possible due to weather) will be completely
refunded.

What will the lessons and activities be like? Pulling from our combination of active social-emotional and teambuilding activities,
wilderness education, and summer camp experiences, we will be customizing each adventure experience to best fit your camper and your
camper’s group’s personal interests and passions. Your camper will be outside, moving around, collaborating, competing, creating, learning, and
being challenged!

Will my camper(s)/teen(2) be in a group? What will that group look like? We will be able to have group sizes as we see fit.
Most likely, we will group your camper(s) with other children in similar age ranges and activity interests. That
being said, this will be largely determined by attendance and family preferences. If your camper has a specific
friend or friends, you would like them to be grouped with, that can be arranged.

What is the cost? Suggested pricing will be determined on a sliding scale with the full days/week table listed
on our registration forms. Family discounts include 15% off for a second camper and 30% any additional
camper(s).
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE! NO CAMPER/FAMILY WILL
EVER BE TURNED AWAY!

Visit Rooseveltadventures.com For Registration Forms! Sign-Up Today!
This is a program run by Roosevelt Adventures and is not affiliated with the Roosevelt Borough
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Why is locally grown food important? 
• It tastes better because it’s picked when fresh, not harvested in advance for long-distance shipping. 
• It’s better for your health because fresh food contains more nutrients. 
• It’s better for the environment because it maintains open space and promotes sustainable practices. 
• It’s better for the community because it supports and creates a connection with local farm families. 
• It’s better for the climate because it reduces carbon emissions from long-haul transport of food. 

In Roosevelt, locally grown food is available at Mendies Farm, which operates a roadside stand and CSA (Community 
Supported Agriculture, where members buy a share of the produce grown on the farm). The farm is owned and  
managed by Roosevelt residents Lawrence and Heidi Mendies.

Mendies Family Farm; Farm Stand and CSA
65 N Rochdale Avenue, Roosevelt, NJ
609-820-8809
http://www.mendiesfarm.com/

In neighboring towns, locations offering locally grown food include: 

Buy Fresh, Buy Local, 
Roosevelt, NJ

Produce Paradise: (roadside stand) Assunpink Wildlife 
Management Area, on the Clarksburg-Robbinsville Road, by 
the large sycamore trees.

Fun Fridays in Hightstown: 6/21 – 9/19 that takes place 
every 3rd Friday. Along with locally grown produce, there will 
also be food trucks, craft vendors and live music. Location: 
Association Park, Grant Ave, Hightstown, NJ 
Operated by Hightstown Parks and Recreation https://www.
hightstownborough.com/events/fun-fridays-2/

Appelget Family Farm
135 Conover Rd., West Windsor,NJ
609-902-8372
https://www.appelgetfarm.com/

Windsor Farm and Market
1202 Windsor Road, Windsor,NJ
(609) 443-9379
https://www.windsorfarmandmarket.com/

Robbinsville Farmers Market 6/25-8/27 Tuesdays, 3:30-
7:00 pm
The Shoppes at Foxmoor
1095 Washington Blvd, Robbinsville, NJ 08691Robbinsville 
Farmers Market Contact: 
Kevin Holt, kholt@robbinsville.net  
609-259-3600 x1131

Corner-Copia
619 Mercer Street 
Hightstown, New Jersey 08520 
(609) 208-9116 
http://www.corner-copia.com/farm-market/

Lee Turkey Farm
201 Hickory Corner Road, East Windsor, NJ 8520
609-448-0629
https://www.leeturkeyfarm.com/

KJD Farm, LLC
1510 Old York Road, Robbinsville, NJ 08691
(609) 977-5937

Windy Acres Farm & CSA
214 Windsor Road, Robbinsville,NJ
Amy Giovanelli 
(609) 722-2122
Farm market is open to general public located at 214 Windsor 
Rd, Robbinsville NJ 08691. Open 5 days. Staring early June 
4 thru October 1, 2019. Hours of operation: Tuesday-Friday 
11:00 am to 6:00 pm, Saturday 11:00 am to 4: 00 pm. Closed 
Sunday and Monday.
http://windyacresfarmllc.com/

BE A GOOD 
NEIGHBOR

Please clean-up after your dog.

Borough Mailing 
Instructions 

When mailing anything to Roosevelt 
Borough, please use P.O. Box 128. 
This includes property tax payments 
and water/sewer payments. 

Roosevelt Borough’s website:
www.rooseveltnj.us

Register for e-news on the home 
page and get email communica-
tions from the borough. You can 
view and pay your property taxes 
and water/sewer  bill on-line. 

When mailing anything to 
Roosevelt Borough, please use P.O. 
Box 128. This includes property 
tax payments and water/sewer 
payments. 

You can pay your 
Water/Sewer Bill and 

Taxes on-line
Go to 

www.rooseveltnj.us

Parking Reminder

Please park your vehicles 
in the right direction only.  
Parking on the wrong 
side of the street or in the 
wrong direction makes your 
vehicle difficult for oncom-
ing traffic to see, especially 
in foggy or dark conditions.  
Vehicles parked on the 
wrong side of the street are 
subject to towing.

RECYCLING DATES
April 12, 26 
May 10, 24
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Suggested donation of $5 (unless otherwise 
indicated) to support the Roosevelt Arts Project.

RAP Art and Garden Tour
Saturday, September 17, 2022, 1:00–4:00 PM
(Map available on RAP website closer to event)
Explore some of Roosevelt’s gardens designed by the 
artists that live here and see their work in their natural 
habitat. The urge to create whether, with brush, chisel, 
or trowel, thrives in Roosevelt. Come see for yourself.

Seventh Annual Art Walk and Open-Air 
Gallery: On the Roosevelt Woodland Trail 
Saturday, October 29, 2022, 1:00–4:00 PM 
(Trail head on Rochdale Ave across from the  
post office) 
Enjoy the last Saturday in October with us and walk 
along a beautiful winding wooded trail beside Empty 
Box Brook. See works of art created by residents of 
Roosevelt, young and old, displayed along the way. 
Listen to musicians and poets performing among the 
late fall trees. 

Abstract Photography
Saturday, December 3, 2022, 1:00–5:00 PM
Borough Hall
Five photographers display five interpretations of 
what “abstract” means to them in a Borough Hall 
made over as an art gallery of 3 components: wall-
mounted photographs, digital photos on a continuous 
loop shown on 2 monitors, and storyboards providing 
explanatory and historical background about this 
artform.

Prose-evelt
Saturday, January 14, 2023, 7:30 PM
Borough Hall
Join us for an evening of storytelling. Come hear 
Rooseveltians share their stories, both remembered & 
imagined, weaving tales that captivate and inspire.

Mark Zuckerman’s Music
Saturday, February 11, 2023, 7:30 PM
Borough Hall 
Roosevelt composer Mark Zuckerman will share some 
of his recent work, with a special focus on his vocal 
settings of quotations by Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

Event Schedule 2022–2023 Season

Roosevelt Arts Project 

Ellen Silverman, San Antonio Aqueduct 2

The Shahns: An Artistic Family
Saturday, March 25, 2023, 7:30 PM
Roosevelt Public School
*We are requiring all attendees to wear a mask for 
this event. Jeb Shahn will give a talk about the Shahn 
family of artists. The talk will focus on Ben, Jonathan 
& Bernarda, and will include extended family who 
have continued in the arts.

Roosevelt Poevent: Side by Side
Saturday, April 1, 2023, 7:30 PM
Borough Hall 
As Baba Ram Dass once said, “We are all just 
walking each other home.” Come for a walk with the 
Roosevelt Poets. We’ll walk with you, side by side. 

Roosevelt String Band
Sunday, May 7, 2023, 3:00 PM
Borough Hall 
“We Protest! Songs Protesting Injustice, Hatred, Violence 
and War”
This year’s RSB concert will focus on the theme of 
protest music and will include David Brahinsky, Paul 
Prestopino, Ed Cedar, Howie Jacobson, Joe Pepitone, 
Nancy Wilson and Noemi Bolton. 
$10 Suggested Donation

Mind and Body: Art and Science 
Saturday, June 10, 2023, 1:00–6:00 PM
Assifa Space, 40 Tamara Drive
You are invited to participate in a show that draws on 
the visual and written word as it relates to mind and 
body, and also the world of research as it relates to 
the same. New Jersey artists and poets will present 
their work alongside Rutgers University researchers 
who will explain their most recent scientific 
endeavors. This will be an informal gathering bridging 
the gap between art and science. Come and be 
inspired! 

Visit our website, www.rooseveltartsproject.org.
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Tree Removal Permits

Roosevelt Residents: tree 
removal requires a permit 
per Borough Ordinance 
20-08. You can find the 
permit on the Borough 
website under the FORMS 
tab (https://www.roos-
eveltnj.us/forms-home-
page). When you click on 
the link for the permit a 
copy of  the ordinance is 
also attached. 

Sign Up for Code Red!!
Receive emergency notifications 

From the borough. 
Have the notifications go to your landline, or 

cell, or both!
 Sign up by going to www.Rooseveltnj.Us

Stay safe! Stay informed!

A Remembrance of   
Michael Seitz and Roosevelt
by David Seitz

	 My dad, Michael Seitz, passed away 
peacefully in his West Village, New 
York apartment this past December. 
Dad fondly remembered the years he 
lived in Roosevelt from 1963 to 1971. 
While he taught French Literature at 
Rutgers University, he also served on 
the school board for Roosevelt Public 
School as well as took a turn umpiring 
for the little league. Dad said his fellow 
school board members were respon-
sible, civil, and cordial, something we 
don’t hear much in these days of  right-
wing school takeovers.
	 I also recall Dad organizing buses 
for people in Roosevelt to attend the 
protests against the Vietnam War in 
Washington, D.C. Dad loved living in 
a progressive town with a rich social 
history. He loved knowing Ben and Ber-
nada Shahn. He loved to say that some 
of  his neighbors used goats to mow 
their lawn, although I don’t recall seeing 
a single goat. At the time, practically 
no one locked their doors. My mom 
remembers Esther Progrebin coming 
across the street at 5 in the morning 
to root through dad’s coat pockets for 
cigarettes. 
	 My dad cared deeply about a just 
education that he helped support at 

O B I T U A R I E S

Roosevelt Public School. After my 
family moved to Wilkes Barre, Pennsyl-
vania in 1971, I attended a public school 
that condoned corporal punishment. I 
remember the paddle on the classroom 
wall and some students being physi-
cally punished for not turning in their 
homework. In response, I wrote an 
underground newspaper to hand out to 
students on the playground. One of  my 
warmest memories of  Dad is when he 
helped me make copies of  this newspa-
per. He took me to a room in his build-
ing at Wilkes College. In my memory, it 
was dark and after work hours, suggest-
ing that he involved me in a clandestine 
act, churning out purple dittos. It was 
like stealing the Pentagon Papers.
	 During these heady years of  the late 
1960’s, Dad also took part in in efforts 
to bring radical education reform to 
Rutgers. Years later, I found a box 
of  flyers and pamphlets attesting to 
this work. In 1968, Dad created two 
eight-week courses. One was on “dirty 
books” and the other on “surrealism.” 
Dad decided the first was best left 
untaught, but the surrealists became 
a popular course taught by colleagues 
as long as the eight-week courses were 
allowed.

	 Many more years later, I was at a 
meeting of  my professors’ union at 
Wright State University in Dayton,Ohio, 
when Mel, a biology professor in his 
70’s. and a major force in the creation of  
our union asked me if  I knew Michael 
Seitz. He told me that Dad helped 
shape his life when he was his student 
at Rutgers in the 60’s. At this point, my 
Dad had chosen to teach basic reading 
and writing to marginalized students 
in the City University of  New York 
system. He was an adjunct teacher who 
was dismayed at the defunding of  public 
higher education and the exploitation of  
adjunct faculty, so he tirelessly organized 
for the CUNY adjuncts union. Several 
times when Dad visited me, he would 
talk teachers’ union with Mel.
	 After I became an educator, I also 
marched with my dad in New York for 
the rights and dignity of  contingent 
faculty. I know that the community in 
Roosevelt inspired my Dad. Despite not 
having lived in Roosevelt for the last 50 
years, it remained Dad’s spiritual home.
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PRESCHOOL and KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Roosevelt Public School
School Year 2023-2024

Registration for pre-school and kindergarten is currently taking place at Roosevelt 
Public School. Any resident who wishes to enroll in the program should contact 
us prior to March 31st.  The registration forms along with the health form can be 
emailed to your home.

Pre-school students must be 3 years old and toilet trained to start in September 2023; 
otherwise they can register/start when they turn 3 years old throughout the school 
year.
	
Preschool fees are as follows:
	 Roosevelt residents - $3,250/year or $325/month
	 Out of  district students - $4,000/year or $400/month

Students who turn five on or before October 1, 2023 are eligible for entrance into 
kindergarten in September 2023.  

An official birth certificate with the raised seal is required for registration.  A photo-
copy of  the birth certificate will be made when you register your child.  

Proof  of  Residency is also required.  This can be a copy of  a tax bill, bank statement, 
driver’s license, or utility bill with address.

All students must have the appropriate immunizations to begin school in September 
2023.  This information will be provided when you register your child.

If  you have any questions, please call the school at 609-448-2798.
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Contributions received after the 15th of the month will appear in the next Bulletin.

Mary & Carlo Alfare
Sam & Nicole Ashburner
Wisam Atieh
Robin & Robert Axel
Richard & Janet Bernardin
Linda Block
Marvin & Karen Block
Alexandra Bonfante-Warren
Ulrich & Stacey Bonna
Bondy/Vuole family
Jacquline Carpenter
Susan & Robert Cayne
Maureen & Bob Clark
Keith & Patricia Clayton
William and June Counterman
Paul & Elise Cousineau
Ana Debevec
Kay Drury
Frances Duckett
Burt Ellentuck
Lou & Irma Esakoff
Richard & Heather Giske
Judith Goetzmann
Jay & Ann Goldman
Robin Gould
Len & Michele Guye-Hillis
Marcia & Tommy Hannigan
Timothy & Lorraine Hartley

Anne Hayden
Al Hepner
Constance & David Herrstrom
Daniel Hoffman &  

  Assenka Oksiloff
Louise and David Hoffman
Gail Hunton & Wes Czyzewski
Cynthia Imbrie
Sheila & Phil Jaeger
Michelle & Ricky Jaeger
Henry & Kate John-Alder
Anna & Ben Johnson
Susan Jones
Ingrid Jordan
Bahiru & Ann Kassahun
Kosa family
Naylon Larane
Lynn Lawson
David Leff
Claudia Luongo 
Steven & Mary Macher
Julia & Jim McArdle
Kerri & Steve Magee
Geraldine Millar
Edward & Rose Murphy
Teri Nachtman
Parsons family
Alison Petrilla 

Petrillo family
Gregg & Elizabeth Possiel
Richard & Hope Pressler
Sara & Paul Prestopino
Steve & Peggy Ring
Merle & Irv Rose
Kirk and Jane Rothfuss
Susan Schwartz & Jim Alt
Kelly & Ronald Scibetti
Helen Seitz
Jean Shahn
Nona Sherak
Linda Smith &  

  Michael Szewczyk
Shirley Sokolow
Emily & Steve Taylor
Michael & Marilyn Ticktin
Mary & Rod Tulloss
Kerry Watlington
Karen Ward
Ralph & Nancy Warnick
Carol Watchler
Judy & Bob Weinberg
Frank Wiesinger &  

  Theresa Secks
Joe & Diane Zahora
Tony & Gail Zelenak
Mark & Judith Zuckerman
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Help us to fil l  up this page.
Thank you for your generosity!
Send in a contribution today.
Please send contributions to:

Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc.  
P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555
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A U T O M O B I L E  S E R V I C I N G
COMPACT KARS 
3 Trenton Lakewood Road, 
Clarksburg, NJ 08510 
Complete Mechanical & Auto Collision 
Repairs/Towing/Select Used Cars 
609-259-6373

M U S I C
DELTA NOIR
A band playing early jazz and blues and 
gypsy swing. Ron Kostar on clarinet and 
vocal; Robert Thorn on guitar and vocals; 
Ron Villegas on guitar; Henry Dale on 
stand-up bass. See us on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/deltanoir. Available for par-
ties and other occasions.

GUITAR INSTRUCTION 
Age 7 & up 
David Brahinsky: 443-1898 
STORYTELLING & FOLK SINGING 
AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES.

GUITAR LESSONS
Bill Leech
Guitar is a ton of fun. It will cheer you up 
when you are down, make you unbored 
when you are bored, and make you feel 
even better when you’re feeling good.
Learn to read music, play songs, chords, 
and much more. Classical (beginners), 
Folk, Country, and Rock (beginners to mid 
advanced). 609-903-7664

LESSONS IN PIANO, KEYBOARD 
AND MUSIC PRODUCTION
Live music for all occasions.
Gabriel Saks (609) 529-5431

P E T  C A R E
PET PLEASERS 
Dog Training Services 
Certified Dog Trainer 
Pet Sitter 
Boarding & Grooming 
609-426-4209

PAW PRINCE PET SITTING 
Dog walking 
Boarding 
Home Visits
www.facebook.com/tashaspawprince 
(908) 809-2888

M A T H  T U T O R I N G
ROOSEVELT STUDENTS:
Elementary through College
Do you occasionally need help with math 
homework or help preparing for a test?
Call Mary Tulloss (Retired H.S. Teacher)  
for appt.: 609-448-5096 
Tutoring provided at no charge 
in loving memory of Sarah Tulloss. 

P E R S O N A L  C A R E 

TAI CHI CLASSES
Roosevelt Boro Hall 
Wednesday 9:30 am – 11 am
Thursday 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
June Counterman 609-448-3182 

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T 
C O N S T R U C T I O N ,  E T   A L

QUEST AIR MOLD REMEDIATION, 
LLC
Mold inspection, testing, removal, and 
remediation.
Water damage and floor restoration.
Serving commercial and residential properties.
Licensed and insured. FREE inspection.
www.questairmoldremediation.com
1-888-664-5325 609- 301-8475
 
YOURI NAZAROV COMPLETE 
HOME REMOLDELING
609-443-3388 
Long term contractor with Twin Rivers 
Association.  A resident of Roosevelt  
Kitchens, bathrooms, basements, flooring, 
interior doors, painting, architectual mold-
ings and so much more. 
Free estimates.  Licensed and insured.                              

ARTHUR R. STINSON CONSTRUCTION 
Since 1982 Specializing in Home Addition, 
Bathrooms & Kitchens & Finished 
Basements 
Brick & Concrete Patios-Stamped 
Concrete
Energy-Saving Windows & Doors
Ceramic Tile 
Free Estimates	 State License 
609-865-6117	 #13VH00923900 
Fully Insured

TIMBERWOLF TREE SERVICE
 * Shaping * Tree Removal * Lots Cleared 
* Mulch * Snow Removal * Stump 
Grinding * Hedge Trimming * Firewood  
John (609) 918-1668 		
Insured 	Quality Work 
www.timberwolftreeservice.com 

EAST WINDSOR FLOOR COVERING 
We’ve got your entire floor covering needs 
**WOOD**VINYL**TILE**CERAMIC** 
Wall-to-Wall Carpets, Area Rugs
East Windsor - 609-443-6999	

HAGUE HEATING & COOLING LLC 
For all your Heating &  
Air Conditioning needs
Family owned and operated
Over 30 years in the business 
NJ LIC.# 19HC00144600
Call 609-448-5424 Fax 609-469-5908

DR.K’s DESIGNSCAPES INC.
P.O. Box 516, Roosevelt, NJ 08555
 (609) 448-1108 / (732) 939-2085 
www.drksdesignscapes.com 
Fully Insured & Licensed
Craig Kaufman, President 
Snow Plowing & Snow Removal
Complete Lawn and Tree Services Designs / 
Planting Plans / Lighting
Spring & Fall Clean-Up
Mulch / Stone / Top Soil
Gutter Clean-Out / Power Washing
Pest Control /Driveways / Retaining Walls / 
Concrete Staining / Sealing
Patios Natural Stone & Concrete Pavers
Fencing / Fire Wood
ALLEN’S TREE SERVICE
118 Trenton - Lakewood Rd
Millstone Township, NJ 08510
(609) 259-8668 
allenstreeservicenj.com
Mon-Sun 8:00am - 8:00pm
NJ certified tree experts #515
We Guarantee NO Lawn Damage!
Comprehensive tree and shrub services
Emergency service available
Call us for an initial consultation and free, 
no-obligation estimate

O T H E R  S E R V I C E S

MENDIES FAMILY FARM 
65 N. Rochdale Ave., Roosevelt 
Year-Round Farming 
Community-Supported Agriculture(CSA) 
Spring/Summer/Winter CSA memberships  
(609)-820-8809 • www.mendiesfarm.com

THE ADLERMAN AGENCY, INSURORS
Handling houses in Roosevelt on every street in 
town since the early 1940s. 
317 Forsgate Dr., Monroe Twp., NJ 08831 | 
(609) 655-7788  

KIDDIE ACADEMY OF UPPER FREEHOLD
5 Allyson Way, Allentown, NJ-609-208-2530
Conveniently located near Exit 11 off 195
Just 10 minutes from Roosevelt, near Tractor 
Supply and behind Roy’s Deli.
Call today and schedule a tour!

ASPEN TREE & TURF
(732) 928-5747

Offering the highest level of  tree care since 1976, 
with 11 NJ Licensed Tree Experts on staff. Free 
Estimates. Fully Insured.

Tree Pruning * Tree Removal * Stump Grinding 
* Insect & Disease Control * Tick & Mosquito 
Control * Lawn Treatments
www.aspen-tree.com

The Bulletin publishes free-of-charge public information listings from Roosevelt residents and businesses, and from those in the imme-
diate vicinity with ties to Roosevelt. Write: Roosevelt Bulletin, Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555. Contributions are appreciated and are 
tax-deductible (suggested: $50.00/year, $60.00 if over 5 lines.) Deadline is the 15th of each month 

BUSINESS SPONSORS



M A Y
1 Mon.  Bulk Trash Pickup.

1 Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting 
   Borough Hall 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

7 Sun 2:00 pm Roosevelt Arts Project 
   Roosevelt String Band 
   Borough Hall 
   “We Protest! Songs Protesting  
   Injustice, Hatred, Violence and War”

8-9 Mon-Tues Scholastic Book Fair 
   Open during school hours 
   Roosevelt Public School

10 Weds. 4:00 -  Scholastic Book Fair 
  6:00 Community Members Welcome	  
   Roosevelt Public School

10  Weds.  Recycling Pickup

14 Sun.  Mother’s Day

15 Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting 
   Borough Hall 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

16 Tues. 7:00 pm Planning Board Meeting  
   Borough Hall

17 Weds. 7:00 pm Environmental Commission,  
   Borough Hall

24  Weds.  Recycling Pickup

25 Thurs. 7:00 pm RPS Board of Education,  
   Ken LeCompte, President

25 Thur. TBD PreK/K Orientation 
   Roosevelt Public School

29 Mon.  Memorial Day 

31 Wed. TBD RPS Spring Concert 
   Roosevelt Public School
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A P R I L
1 Sat. 7:00 Roosevelt Arts Project 

   Roosevelt Poevent: Side by Side 
   Borough Hall

3 Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting 
   Borough Hall 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

12 Weds.  Recycling Pickup

17 Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting 
   Borough Hall 
   Peggy Malkin, Mayor

18 Tues. 7:00 pm Planning Board Meeting  
   Borough Hall

19 Weds.. 7:00 pm Environmental Commission,  
   Borough Hall

22 Sat. 9:00 - Stream Clean Up 
  11:00 Meet at the Post Office 
 https://rooseveltnj.us/images/notices/2023/Stream-Cleanup-042223.pdf

27 Thurs. 7:30 pm RPS Board of Education 
   Ken LeCompte, President

26 Weds.  Recycling Pickup
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The Roosevelt Board of Education’s website contains 
complete school calendar information:  
www.rps1.org.

Construction and Permits
The Construction Official has  
Borough hours on 
Wednesdays from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. 
Questions regarding building permits should be directed to:
Department of  Community Affairs - 609-567-3653
Monday-Friday   8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Please send notice of your events to the 
Roosevelt Borough Bulletin at P.O. Box 221 or email to 
RooseveltBulletinSubmissions@gmail.com.

Zoning Officer,  
Code Enforcement,  
and Housing Inspector 
Jeremy Kuipers
email: zoning@rooseveltnj.us   
phone: 609-448-0539
Office Hours:  
Wednesdays 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Inspection Hours:  
Wednesdays 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm The Little Free Library created 

by the Roosevelt Public School 
Education Foundation is located 
at Roosevelt Public School.


