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Bay mir bistu sheyn (I Think You're Terrific) was written for the 1932 Yiddish show Men ken lebn nor men lost nisht

(You could live, but they don't let you) by Jacob Jacobs and Sholom Secunda. Composer Sammy Cahn and lyricist Saul Chaplin
wrote an English adaptation, with different music for the verse, that was recorded by The Andrews Sisters with the Germanicized
title Bei mir bist du schén. It became famous both in the U.S. (winning the ASCAP award for the most popular song of 1938)
and internationally. It was popular even in Nazi Germany -- until its Jewish origin was discovered.

This a cappella choral arrangement goes back to the original Yiddish version with an adaptive English translation of the verse
(at the request of Chicago A Cappella) that preserves the sense of the original while updating its obscure references. The first
chorus is a mixture of Yiddish and English, while the second chorus pays homage to The Andrews Sisters version but in Yiddish.
It ends accompanied by Yiddish scat singing, spelling out the vowels Oy and Ay.

YIVO Yiddish-English Transliteration

Vowels: A LOT
E more LET than LOT
LY between LIT and LEEK
O LAWN
U LOQT

Diphthongs: (pronounce each | AY (A-Y) | LIFE
component vowel separately) EY (E-Y) | LATE
OY (O-Y) | LOITER

Consonants: (as in English, R (guttural or dental roll; otherwise more ‘D’ than *R”)
except:) KH (guttural; not like German)
ZH PLEASURE

-N (GN, TN, etc.) nasal; no vowel sound




Duration: ca. 3'
Bay mir bistu sheyn (I Think You're Terrific)
for unaccompanied SATB

J. Jacobs (English by Mark Zuckerman) Sholom Secunda (arr: Mark Zuckerman)
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me. Or if you smiled like a fool for the a-ges or e-ven if you were smart like the sa-ges, and e-ven
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