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Cell Tower and Water Metering Underway
By Michael Ticktin
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R O O S E V E LT ! ! !
W a k e  u p  a n d  h e a r  t h e  s i r e n s ! ! !

PROJECT REVIVE is pressing hard this fall to recruit volunteers for our seriously depleted First Aid Squad.
While we very much appreciate the generous community spirit of those stalwart few who stepped up for the current

training course, we still lack enough participants to promise viable protection for inevitable medical emergencies.
Ask not for whom the siren wails; it wails for you and for your family and good neighbors.
Information can be had at 609-448-9314, Lois Hunt or 609-448-2062, Dolores Chasan

Over the course of the summer, the Borough Council
adopted an ordinance to allow a cellular telecommunications
tower as a permitted use on municipal utility property in the
Industrial Zone, that is, the t ract on which the water treat-
ment plant is located. The Council also approved a lease
agreement to be offered to bidders, and adopted a resolution
to solicit bids from companies interested in leasing part of
the property in order to build a tower that would be open to
use by up to five telecommunications companies, all of
which would be required to make payments to the Borough.
According to Mayor Michael Hamilton, telecommunications
companies in the area are currently paying upwards of

$24,000 per year for the use of cell towers. If five such com-
panies were to lease space, the Borough could gain $120,000
or more per year that could be used to lower utility charges
and, perhaps, property taxes as well.

At the September meeting, Jeff Ellentuck, an attorney with
experience in the area of cell towers, offered to provide the
Council with the names and addresses of ten companies that
might be interested in bidding for the right to construct the
Roosevelt cell tower. This offer was accepted with thanks.

Mr. Ellentuck also recommended that space be reserved
on the tower for the Borough’s own emergency telecommu-
nications system and for Internet service providers.

Continued on Page 9
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THE YEAR 2002 - 2003
After a hot summer, THE BULLETIN is back for another “cool” year. Our

wonderful volunteers are ready and willing to do their best to make this sea-
son’s issues better than ever.

We want to take this opportunity to say farewell to one of our most devot-
ed and able workers, our treasurer, Cynthia Imbrie. She tirelessly did her job
most efficiently for nine years, but because of other pressing needs, she can
no longer continue. We are most grateful for all her years of service. Many,
many thanks for a job so well done. A most fond farewell to our good friend.

But, as usual, there is always someone in the wings who will take over and
as happens so often, it is someone who is no stranger to us – Lillian Warren
– who was involved with THE BULLETIN many years ago. We offer her a
most happy welcome and hope she will be as pleased to be back as we are to
have her working with us again.

PLEASE REMEMBER, GOOD NEIGHBORS PICK UP A F T E R
THEIR DOGS.

Don’t forget the Big Garbage Pick-up on Wednesday, October 30. See
details on the enclosed insert.
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Are you taking advantage of the
Roosevelt Library in our school?

To keep it alive, it needs to be used.

As CSA Weinbach has said:  
“A town library would be a terrible

thing to lose!”

Wednesdays, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.



Over the su m m er, t h e
Planning Boa rd con ten ded
with relatively small things

while the lawsuit brought by US Home
h eld the spo t l i ght in determ i n i n g
Roosevelt’s future. The litigation over
whether the giant housing developer
can build 266 units for the supposed
purpose of making the Borough meet
its remaining affordable housing quota
of eight units overshadowed all other
m a t ters . As a hed ge against lega l
expenses that might arise in the case,
as well as other Board activities, the
Borough Council allocated $40,000 to
the Board by emergency appropriation,
an amount that ordinarily would cover
several years of Board funding.

As the US Home litigation dragged
on, the Board focused attention on
a number of lesser issues of a recur-
ring nature.

Making informal inqu i ries at the
Board’s July 9 meeting, Joseph Schultz
said he might want to turn the aban-
doned garage into a modern service
station or repair facility. Mr. Schultz
wondered whether the Borough would
redu ce taxes as an incen tive but
received no indication that it would.
Mayor Michael Hamilton, a Planning
Board member, said the Borough is in
the process of foreclosing on the prop-
erty, whose owners owe more than
$195,000 in back taxes. The owners
are trying to sell the vacant building,
which lies on 2.92 acres, before the
foreclosure is approved in court. The
property currently is zoned for com-
mercial use, while the latest Master
Plan revi s i on calls for qu a s i - p u bl i c
use. Board members reminded Mr.
Schultz that service stations not sited
on major highways have been going
out of business in the last couple of
decades. They also mentioned that

any new owner would have to satisfy
the state Dep a rtm ent of E nvi ron -
mental Protection that the site was 
free of chemical contamination.

Board member Jane Rothfuss com-
plained that “several people have asked
for variances after construction” rather
than before as the law requires. Board
members noted there is a risk that the
Borough could ask residents to remove
a ny stru ctu re con s tru cted wi t h o ut
adva n ce perm i s s i on . Neil Ma rko
pointed out that such an extreme rem-
edy would be unlikely “if we would
n orm a lly grant the va ri a n ce .”
Mem bers discussed wh et h er there
should be a monetary penalty for fail-
ing to fo ll ow proper procedu re .
Du ring the public porti on of t h e
m eeti n g, Bert Ell en tu ck ad ded that
a nyone building wi t h o ut a perm i t
from the Construction Code Official is
subject to a financial penalty. He sug-
gested that the Zoning Officer notify
the Con s tru cti on Code Official if
someone proceeds without a permit
indicating zoning compliance.

At the August 13 meeting, Zoning
Officer Ed Goetzmann reported that
he had been unable to contact the
own er of a re s i den ce on So ut h
Rochdale abo ut tall gra s s . Th e
Borough does not have a maintenance
ordinance to cover such things, but
Boa rd mem ber Mi ch ael Ti ck ti n
observed that the County Board of
Health would have jurisdiction over
con d i ti ons that might con s ti tute a
threat to health.

At the August and September meet-
ings, the Board discussed the problem
of all terrain vehicles doing damage to
ero s i on proj ects and the Cem etery.
The vandals seem to access the area
from an unoccupied lot in Millstone
Township. So far, the State Police have

been unable to determine the offend-
ers. Mayor Hamilton said he sent a
letter to Millstone Township’s mayor
about the problem.

At the Septem ber 10 meeti n g,
Council member Neil Marko, who also
sits on the Planning Board, asked the
Board to help the Council consider
where a new fire and first aid siren
should be located after removal of the
old one from the school building.

S ch ool Boa rd mem ber Davi d
Ticktin,also a member of the Planning
Boa rd , n o ted that 21 stu dents are
enrolled in the current first grade class
at Roosevelt Public School. He con-
clu ded that the unu su a lly high
number of students for a single grade
l evel indicates inadequ a te RPS 
capacity to accommodate substantial
residential development.

Mayor Hamilton expressed concern
about encroachment on public land in
the Borough. He said wetlands, in 
particular, need protection and called
for more accurate wetland maps. The
Board unanimously passed a motion
supporting an educational effort to
inform the public about the impor-
tance of public open space and its
proper tre a tm en t . The Boa rd dis-
c u s s ed ways to more acc u ra tely
del i n e a te public land, edu c a te
Borough employees as well as resi-
den t s , and give the public bet ter
options for the disposal of yard waste
and tree branches.

Mi ch ael Ti ck tin asked the Boa rd 
to initiate the process of having long-
term vacant property declared to be
“a reas in need of redevel opm en t”
under state law. He explained that
purchasers of tracts as small as one lot
could then obtain tax relief in return
for fixing up such properties and elim-
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Lawsuit Looms Over Planning
Board Miscellanea

By Bob ClarkP L A N N I N G  B O A R D  N E W S

Continued on Page 6



Tax rebates...This summer Roosevelt
h o m e own ers re ceived N.J. Tax Saver
Rebates of over $1,000 per homeowner,
the highest in the state. The rebates
were based upon the porti on of
property taxes co ll ected for sch oo l
purposes in 1997 when state aid to
Roosevelt was at its lowest (and school
taxes were at their highest). As a
school board member at that time,
I worked with the board and other
citizens to lobby the state to pay their
fair share of aid for the sch oo l .
Eventually, we were successful in our
efforts and school taxes went down.
School taxes comprise 75% of your tax
dollar; the municipal budget compris-
es only 14%. If your total property tax
bill was $4,000, after the refund your
taxes were $3,000, a reduction of 25%.

If you also qualified for a Homestead
Reb a te , your property taxes were
redu ced even furt h er. G iven the 
magnitude of the state’s budget deficit
h om eown ers should not ex pect 
similar refunds in the future but this
reb a te was wel come rel i ef for
Roosevelt homeowners.

Your money...An examination of five
years of Borough financial documents
reveal some figures that may be of
interest to you:

● By the end of 2001, the Borough
had earned $29,000 more interest
in our bank accounts than was
earned in 1997. Little interest was
earned on bank accounts which
totaled between one to two mil-
lion dollars prior to 2000, the year
I first took office and restructured
our banking po l i c y. In tere s t
earned from these accounts is used
to keep municipal taxes lower.

● In 1999, the local municipal tax
rate was $0.77 per hundred dollars
of assessed value; by 2002 the tax
rate had fallen to $0.69.

Summer without brown water...This
summer was the hottest summer in
more than 30 years, with long stre-
tches of over 90 degree days. During
this period Roosevelt recorded some
of the highest single-day water usage
f i g u res in our history, wh en water 
consumption peaked at over 200,000
gallons per day. The condition of
the water in Roo s evelt has cl e a rly
i m proved because of the newly -
instituted procedures.

S poradic brown water con d i ti on s
have occurred throughout our history.
A year ago, when I was in the County
Planning Office in Freehold, I found a
newspaper clipping from the 1950’s,
which stated that new equipment had
been installed at our water treatment
plant with the promise that it would
finally solve our ‘rusty water’ problem.
This year, fifty years after this article
was publ i s h ed , we made a caref u l
analysis of the system and instituted
n ew procedu res to improve water
quality. These included backwashing
the system on an almost daily basis
du ring peri ods of peak usage and
f lushing the hyd rants on a reg u l a r
basis. Brown water conditions may
occur for a short time wh en the
hydrants are being flushed in your
area. Notices are posted advising resi-
dents when this will take place.

In term i t tent ‘brown water ’ con d i-
tions in the previous fifty summers
occurred because summer water usage
i n c reases dra m a ti c a lly and the iron
sediment does not have a chance to
precipitate out of our water system
while it is in the holding tank. The
almost constant usage sti rs up the 
sediment at the bottom of the tank
causing some of it to escape into the
water lines. We hope that the new
procedures will continue to ameliorate
the problem without the necessity of
adding expensive equipment that may
prove to be ineffective.

Water Meters...Seventeen years ago,
the Dep a rtm ent of E nvi ron m en t a l
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New Jersey Law (N.J.S. A.

40A:60-5), states that “the

mayor shall be the head of

the municipal government”

and “shall recommend to the

Council such measures as he

may deem necessary or

expedient for the welfare of

the borough.”

FROM THE
MAYOR’S CHAIR



The 2002-2003 school year began
smoothly. We welcomed several new
members to our school staff this year.
Mrs. Sandra Clark is our new sixth
grade teacher, Mr. Veeresh Popat is
te aching vocal and instru m en t a l
mu s i c , M rs . L i llian Wa rren is our
world language fac i l i t a tor, and Ms
Geralyn Berkery is our new custodian.

As a tri bute to the heroes of
September 11,2001, we began a school
wide penny collection on September
11, 2002. We are going to collect
pennies for two months, and use the
money to buy a tree. We plan to
h ave a tree planting cerem ony on
November 11(Veteran’s Day) in mem-
ory of those we wish to honor. Please
join us in both saving pennies and
participating  at our planting ceremo-
ny. It would be nice to have the entire
school community join together for
this activity. A container for pennies is

located in the lobby of the school, as
well as in every classroom. In addi-
ti on , we wi ll be using our firs t
professional training session for our
staff to participate in the Red Cross
program, Until Help Arrives.

G overn or Mc Greevey recen t ly
s i gn ed two new bi lls that impact
school into law. The no smoking law
makes it illegal to smoke anywhere on
school grounds. The second law is an
a n ti - bu llying law, wh i ch mandate s
that school districts create policy to
deal directly with any form of student
to student bullying or harassing. We
have been quite proactive in prevent-
ing bu llying at Roo s evelt Pu bl i c
School. We will continue to teach
skills to our students that will enable
them to settle conflicts peacefully.

Our school goals this year focus on
language arts and geography. We plan
to have many initiatives to strengthen
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From the

Office of the

CSA, Dr. Dale

Weinbach

O c t o b e r  S c h o o l  D a t e s

Oct. 3 Board of Education Meeting, 7:30 

Oct. 4 Pizza

Oct. 14 Early dismissal, professional in-service

Oct. 16-17 PTA Book Fair

Oct. 18 Pizza

Oct. 24 Board of Education Meeting

RCNS

October

Newsletter

By Ginny Weber

Our school year got off to a wonderful
start.  There are many new children as
well as a few those are back again from
last year.  The children learned quickly
how to be good friends and to play and
work nicely together.  We learned all
about our families and ourselves.

In September, we learned where apples
come from.  We made interesting apple
prints and delicious applesauce.

During October, our class will learn
about autumn and all the seasonal
changes.  We will collect leaves and see
how they have changed since summer.
We will make fall collages and colorful
wreaths as well.

October is Fire Prevention month.  The
children will learn about fire safety
including how to keep our homes safe
and what to do if there is a fire.  The
children already know how and why we
do fire drills and I am proud to say they
are already quite efficient at participat-
ing in them.  Our class will make fire
hats as well.

October is also National Pizza Month.
We are planning a trip to Rossi’s to learn
how to make the most delicious pizza!
The best part is eating it, of course!

We are all eagerly anticipating our
annual trip to the pumpkin patch.  This
year we are going to Westhaven Farm
for a hayride to the pumpkin patch to
pick the perfect pumpkin.  There is also
a petting zoo and corn maze to enjoy.
We will learn songs about fall, pump-
kins and Halloween as well.

To culminate October’s festivities, our
class will have a special Halloween party
at the Borough Hall with games, fun and
food for everyone.  The children love to
dress up in their special costumes.  They
get treats to take home too! ■

S C H O O L  N E W S

Continued on Page 10
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Items for this column can be submitted to Ron Kostar 
by phone 448-5191, 18 Pine Drive, or ronkostar@cs.com.

N E I G H B O R H O O D  N O T E S By Ron Kostar

“What Mr. Gold imagines, and what
we imagi n e ,” Roo s evel tian An n
Goldman told us recently, “is a place
wh ere people from Roo s evelt can
come out and spend time on a farm,
planting and harvesting and enjoying
wh a tever else needs being don e .
Plenty of shareholders and other peo-
ple stopped out this year, and we hope
for even a lot more next.”

G o l d ’s Organic Fa rm , l oc a ted on
Nurko Road next to the Wang’s Family
Farm, is off and running. Purchased by
the Fund for Roosevelt and designated
as Preserved Farmland in 1999, the land
was later sold to Robert Gold whose idea
was to make it a community-supported
agricultural setting. Local people have
been encouraged to buy shares to the
farm and in doing so reap the benefits
and suffer the hardships characteristics
of farming; as the idea informing a CSA
f a rm is that shareh o l ders buy thei r
goods before the crops have actually
been harvested.

“Our shareholders, and we had 20
from Roosevelt this year, came out
once a week and picked up a box of
vegetables. This year we planted 25
different types of vegetables, including
s qu a s h , w a term el on , c u c u m bers ,

beans, and cherry tomatoes, and we’ll
increase that number next year. As the
harvest goes with a CSA farm, so goes
the contents of the boxes. This year
everybody had a good year.”

Gold’s Farm is organic, using no
chemical pesticides or fertilizers, and
t h ey plant hei rl oom va ri eties and
practice crop rotation. Six of their
twenty-six tillable acres were farmed
this past year, with plans to increase
that number in the spring. The Farm
s ells full shares for $500 and half
shares for half the price. They also sell
vegetables to restaurants and super-
markets in Princeton, New Brunswick
and the Shore area.

“ Ul ti m a tely what we [Bob Gold,
Dave Zelov (the full time field manag-
er) and Ann] envi s i on is a
Community-based Farm,” Ann said.
“This su m m er we em p l oyed six
Roosevelt high school students in the
fields,and volunteers and shareholders
helped out with weeding, harvesting
vegetables and picking flowers. We
have a lake on the land that we’d like to
use next summer, possibly for boating
and fishing, and we’ve planned hikes
and nature walks and other fall activi-
ties for the Roo s evelt kids. We

encourage people to drop by and see
what we’re doing out here.”

Anyone interested in buying shares
or just learning more about the Farm
can reach Ann at 426-8788.

Other News
Ina Clark of Lake Drive, a sopho-

more at the Peddie School, achieved
Hi gh Hon ors for the spri n g, 2 0 0 2
semester. Ina is enrolled in a number
of s oph om ore Hon ors classes and
plays clarinet in the school orchestra
and jazz band.

Meredith Lawson, Hightstown H.S.
sophomore,is playing on the girls’ var-
sity soccer team.

Con gra tu l a ti ons to : Ra l ph and
Nancy Warnick of Homestead Lane
who have a new granddaughter, Elana
Nicole, born on August 4. Elana is the
daughter of their son, Robert and his
wife, Kellie. This makes Isabella, who
is now 20 months old, a big sister.

As in the past, please send all news-
worthy items to me at 18 Pine Drive,
P. O. Box 620 or by e-mail to
ronkostar@cs.com. ■

inating the blight on the community.
The Boa rd unanimously passed a
motion calling on the Council to ask
the Planning Board to hold hearings
and make recom m en d a ti ons as to
which properties are “underutilized”
and, therefore, eligible for inclusion in
a redevelopment zone.

The Board discussed the burgeoning
populations of feral cats and loudly
c rowing roo s ters in town . Boa rd
Ch a i rman Ra l ph Sel i gman said he
would obtain some model ordinances

that might help with the problem.
Mi ch ael Ti ck tin said the Boro u gh
needs a noise ordinance to supple-
m ent nu i s a n ce standard s . Mayor
Ha m i l ton and Councilman Ma rko
said they would take the suggestion of
a noise ordinance up with the Council.
Mr. Marko added that light pollution
also should be controlled. He also said
the Boro u gh needs an ord i n a n ce
restricting farm animals in residential
areas. Ms. Rothfuss said there should
be an animal density ordinance con-

tro lling the nu m ber of pet s .
Meanwhile, Mr. Goetzmann indicated
he would, for the time being, proceed
in the case of the noisy roosters in the
same manner as with barking dogs, as
suggested by Mr. Marko.

Board members expressed thanks to
Shoshanna Grunwald for her service
as an alternate member of the Board
since January. Ms. Grunwald resigned
a f ter becoming a re s i dent of New
Bru n s wi ck while attending Rut gers
University. ■

PLANNING BOARD NEWS

Continued from Page 3
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The Last Day of the
Roosevelt Summer Camp

By Frances Duckett

On Friday,
August 9,
2 0 0 2
Roo s evel t ’s
s u m m e r
camp, under
its new
Rec re a ti on

director, Eric
S chu bi ger,
celebrated its

last day. The staff, resplendent in offi-
cial T- s h i rt s , was introdu ced , a n d
watched as each group of campers put
on an act for parents and visitors.

First, the nursery camp under the
direction of Joanne Parker sang two
songs. Second, the Tigers—kinder-
garten and first grade students—
performed The Five Little Pigs. Using
an impromptu curtain composed of
two sheets stretched on a rope
between two volleyball poles, the
actors surprised each other. Masks on
sticks enhanced this charming produc-
tion, directed of course by Margaret

Schlinski, as was the following play
The Five Chinese Brothers. The Bronx
Bombers—grade 4-6—gave a spirited
performance of this play, based on an
old children’s book and still older tale.
This reporter particularly enjoyed Jack
Leech as the judge and Justin Lennart
as the executioner!  Next, the Sharks—

grades 2-3—demonstrated several,
theatre games.

E m i ly Si lvers tei n , Roo s evel t
Su m m er Ca m p’s first co u n s el or- i n -
tra i n i n g, received a to ken of
appreciation from the staff. Parents
collected some excellent art work from
the lobby—work produced in Barbara
Atwood’s art classes,including charm-
ing batik pill ows , s m a ll do u gh
sculptures, and native American deco-
rated sticks. then all adjourned to the
picnic tables, where apple juice, water-
melon and ice cream awaited.

Camp would not have been half so
pleasant for the campers or for the

te ach ers if not for the fine ju n i or
counselors, who were Laurel Hamilton
( d ra m a ti c s ) , Kel s ey Rei m bold (art ) ,
Brian Moore (substitute), and Lindsay
Po s s i el (nu rs ery ) . Ja m e s on Pa rker
served ably as sports instructor. My
apologies to anyone whose name I
have omitted.

Joanne Parker thanked the campers
for being such a great group. Her
group had a parti c u l a rly fun wee k
focusing on native Americans, making
piki bread and dream catchers. We,
the staff, had a great time. Although
our 2002 budget was fatter than usual,
we still welcome donations and would
l i ke to thank all who hel ped out ,
n o t a bly Gary Edel s tei n , Who gave
wood for assemblage,lots of it!  Jacque
Carpenter’s jewelry boxes made bead
work more fun. MHZ de s i gns of
Cra n bu ry don a ted awe s ome fabri c

sample books. Hope to see everybody
at camp next year!

Roosevelt Girl Scouts
Could Use Your Help!

By Leslie Carnevale

GS Brownie Troop # 1426 and GS
Junior Troop # 1470 have elected to
sponsor a family for “Box Project”.
This is a really great program that
matches donor and recipient families
according to their needs. There are
currently 5 states that participate in
the “Box Project“. Families in the
Mi s s i s s i ppi del t a , the App a l ach i a n
mountain areas of Virginia and West
Virginia, rural Maine and the Lakota
Native American reservations in South
Dakota qualify for the program. This
program has been in operation since
the 1960‘s. Families must live in a
county classified as rural or agricul-
tural by the USDA, and must earn less
than 150% of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines. (You can find out more
about the program at your leisure at
www.boxproject.org)

Our “sister” family lives in Tchula,
Mississippi. The Haymer family is
com pri s ed of a mother and her 5
daughters, ranging from 2 to 16 years
old. The mother works as a teacher’s
assistant, supporting her family on a
very limited income. She does receive
some benefits through a food stamp
program, but is not on welfare. Her
children don’t receive any Medicaid
benefits or other health insurance pro-
gram funding. In fact, I’m looking
into a Federal program (I think it’s
called SHIP) that ensures all children
of school age are entitled to medical
coverage. One of the many ways we
can help these families is to assist 
them in locating programs that may
improve the quality of their lives.

T O W N  T O P I C S

Dough sculpture by one of
Barbara Atwood’s Students at
the Roosevelt Summer Camp

Roosevelt Summer Camp Staff, resplendent in
their official T-shirts,picnic on watermelon.

Curtain call by the five little pigs and the
two (not so bad) wolves, following their

performance in RPS Gym.

Continued on Page 12



L E T T E R S

To the Residents of Roosevelt:
Hello, my name is Bob Atwood and

I first of a ll would like to thank 
everyone who voted for me in the pri-
mary elections for a Borough Council
seat. It was an honor to have been
asked to run and more of an honor to
get so many peop l e s’ su pport .
Unfortunately, due to various circum-
s t a n ce s , I must wi t h d raw from
running in November. At this time I
don’t feel that I could devote the time
and energy that would be needed to
fulfill this position. I would be doing
the community and myself a disser-
vice by not being able to fully commit
myself to the demands and focus that
being on the Boro u gh Co u n c i l
requires. As my uncle taught me,
“Never do something half-assed.”

I hope that I can, in some smaller
ways, find ways that I can be of service
to the people of Roosevelt and start to
pay back some of the support and
kindness that has been given me and
my family in the short time that we
have lived here.

Sincerely,
Robert Atwood

Dear People of Roosevelt,
On August 31, Greg and I left our

house on North Valley Road for a
house in the mountains of We s t
Virginia. Considering that I’ve lived
in Roosevelt since ‘78 and Greg since
‘96, our departure was low-key – there
was almost no means of saying good-
bye to the people and place that have
been ours for many years.

Yet several of you manife s ted yo u r-
s elves in our last hectic week to give us
s pecial farewell s . Your were the wood-
land spirits that appear in hu m a n
guises to help the con f u s ed adven tu r-
ers on their way: you gave us essen ti a l
to kens that we didn’t even know that

we needed to make it into the futu re .
Rebecca Reuter be s towing on us an
actual tool that wi ll be indispen s a ble in
our new su rro u n d i n gs , Pe a rl and
Ra l ph Sel i gman taking us out to a
s p l endid dinner at La Roma An ti c a ,
and Ma ry and Rod Tu lloss having us to
t h eir home for a warm good bye – these
gifts go with us as feel i n gs of f ri en d-
ship wh en we look to the past and of
h ope wh en we look to the futu re .

An d , to our lasting amazem en t ,
Herb and Florie Johnson, a couple
who have years even on us, made it
possible for us to pull out of the drive-
way. Herb masterminded the loading
of our too small U-Hall, as well as
doing mu ch of the heavy lifti n g.
Florie insisted on cleaning the house,
preparing it for its new dwellers and
leaving me free to concentrate on the
last minute packing.

Our last week in Roo s evelt we felt we
were in the pre s en ce not on ly of t h e
woodl a n d ’s spirits but of its most vi t a l
tree s : the pill a rs of what is, a f ter all , a
com mu n i ty. That Herb and Flori e
came at the el eventh hour to exert
t h em s elves men t a lly, phys i c a lly, and so
ef fectively on our beh a l f has to u ch ed us
forever. We were privi l eged to have had
a house on the street wh ere they live .

Love,
Dina Coe and Greg Mc Gra t h
Great Cacapon,West Virginia

From a Candidate to the Residents
of Roosevelt:

The Mayor and Council constantly
remind us that U.S. Homes is suing
the town for the right to build 266 
single-family homes with affordable
housing units. It is because of the
Mayor and Council that Roosevelt is
in this very expensive and unnecessary
litigation. If Roosevelt loses this law-
su i t , and U. S . Homes builds 266

single-family houses, it is because of
the actions of the Mayor and Council.

Preventing this kind of scenario, a
developer suing the Town to build
what we did not want, was the reason
for passing the Planned Community
Devel opm ent Two (PCD II)
Ordinance. PCD II did not happen
overnight,it took six years and a refer-
endum before passing. Individuals
like Alan Mallach and Gail Hunton
spent many hours working on this
O rd i n a n ce ; t h eir profe s s i on a l i s m ,
knowledge of planning and objectivity
cannot be questioned.

PCD II allowed for a maximum of
114 single-family houses for the entire
n ort h ern 500 ac res of f a rm l a n d .
Presently with more than 50% of the
Northern 500 in farm land preserva-
tion the maximum would have been
under 57 single-family units,if PCD II
were still in effect.

The referendum also showed that
most vo ters favored an Adu l t
Community over single-family homes
and that element was added to PCD II.
The potential for real tax reduction is
based on expanding our ratable base
wi t h o ut adding to the sch ool 
population. PCD II allowed for major
con tri buti ons by the devel oper to
upgrade our Water/Sewer system. An
Affordable Housing element was not
in the original ordinance because at
that time, Roosevelt was meeting its
affordable housing obligation. I think
it’s time to reinstate PCD II and add
an Affordable Housing element.

The Mayor, Council and Planning
Boa rd have alre ady spent over
$80,000.00 in just six months and need
an additional $60,000.00 more to con-
ti nu e . According to the Ch i ef
Financial Officer that money will have
to come from surplus or leverage it
against next year’s budget, which is just

Continued on Page 12
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However, the Council did not change
the resolution before it to allow such
other uses out of concern that any cel-
lular telecommunications company
that might be denied space because of
some other user might be in a position
to force the Borough to allow con-
struction of an additional cell tower.
Mr. Ellentuck also expressed a concern
that the ordinance and resolution might
be in conflict with rules of the Federal
Communications Commission and
therefore be unenforceable to the
extent of such conflict.  The associate
of Borough attorney Doug Kovats who
was representing his firm at the meet-
ing said that they would be happy to
review any information that Mr.
Ellentuck might provide.

Also at the September meeting, the
Council approved a bond ordinance
providing for install a ti on of w a ter
meters, appropriating $75,000 from
the water and sewer account for that
purpose, and authorizing issuance of
bonds and notes in the amount of
$ 5 5 , 0 0 0 . The Boro u gh has been
requ i red by the Dep a rtm ent of
E nvi ron m ental Pro tecti on to start
metering water use by the beginning
of 2004. The purpose of metering is
to give people a financial incentive to
con s erve water. Si n ce the same
amount of money has to be raised
rega rdless of h ow it is bi ll ed , t h e
change from a fixed payment of $125
per month to a variable amount based
on usage will result in lower charges to
those who use little water and higher
charges to those who use more, except
to the extent that revenue from the cell
tower provides relief to all.

The actual meters will be installed in
existing meter boxes, many of which
are now buried under front lawns, and,
where there is no meter box, inside the
building. The meters will be read elec-
tronically and the data will be entered
and used to generate the bills.

Also on the subject of the water
and sewer utility, Mayor Hamilton
a n n o u n ced that Uti l i ty Co ll ector Gerry
Mi llar was reti ri n g, ef fective the end of
this ye a r. He thanked Mrs . Mi llar for her
m a ny ye a rs of ded i c a ted servi ce and
pra i s ed the qu a l i ty of h er record keep i n g.

Co u n c i lwoman Ma ri lyn Ma gn e s ,
s peaking on beh a l f of the Ad m i n i s tra tive
Com m i t tee , a n n o u n ced that adverti s e-
m ents had been placed for a po s i ti on 
of Ad m i n i s tra tor / Pu rchasing Agent 
and that, to date , f ive app l i c a ti ons have
been received .

Councilman Neil Marko, represent-
ing the Finance Committee, told the
Council that Chief Financial Officer
George Lang is interested in exploring
the refinancing of the Borough’s water
and sewer debt, which now stands at
about $2.3 million, most of it at an
interest rate of 6 5/8 %. The rate that the
Borough should be able to get is at
least a point lower now. Referring to
Mrs. Millar’s retirement, Mr. Marko
said that the job will become more
com p l ex on ce there is usage - b a s ed
billing. Mayor Hamilton suggested
that it might make the most sense to
contract it out.

Councilman Geor ge Va s s eu r,
reporting for the Utilities Committee,
stated that five applications have been
received from persons interested in
working in the water and sewer plants
on weekends and that the flushing of
the hydrants, which is necessary in
order to prevent buildup of rust in the
pipes, had been accomplished. Mayor
Hamilton praised Mr. Vasseur and the
utilities staff for helping to keep the
s ys tem rem a rk a bly free of brown
water for most of the summer.

Councilwoman Pat Moser, speaking
on beh a l f of the Pu blic Work s
Committee, announced that the process
of interviewing for a replacement for
Mike Farr as public works employee
had been concluded and she was rec-

ommending the hiring of Abe Schlinski.
A resolution to hire Mr. Schlinski was
passed later in the meeting.

Reporting on beh a l f of t h e
Community Development Committee,
Councilman Jeff Hunt stated that the
Borough has obtained a high-tech pro-
jector that can be used for movies or
for outdoor programs, that yoga ses-
s i ons would be held on Thu rs d ay
evenings for the general public and on
Fri d ay morn i n gs for sen i ors , that a
kayak trip on the Delaware was sched-
uled for October 6, to be conducted
together with East Windsor, and that
the cost would be $45.00 per person,
and that soccer goals have been erected
at the school field, at a cost of $1,000
each that was paid for by grant money.

F i n a lly, Co u n c i lwoman Elly
Shapiro, reporting on behalf of the
E nvi ron m en t , Health and Sa fety
Com m i t tee , reported that furt h er
efforts will be made to interest resi-
dents in participating in a crime watch
program and that all mutual aid
agreements for fire and first-aid ser-
vices were being reviewed.

An ordinance was introduced at the
Septem ber meeting to amend the
salary for the public works employee
to be within a range of $24,500 to
$30,000 for a full-time position. A
re s o luti on was also approved to
a ut h ori ze the Planning Boa rd to
u n dert a ke prel i m i n a ry inve s ti ga ti on
as to whether four vacant houses and
the form er gas stati on qu a l i f i ed as
“redevelopment areas,” which desig-
nation would make it possible for the
Borough to implement a redevelop-
ment plan that could include using
the power of em i n ent domain to
acquire ownership. ■

BOROUGH COUNCIL NEWS

Continued from Page 1



Thanks to many of o u r
residents who were willing to
s h a re their family back-
grounds with us, we realized
on ce again the amazing
d ivers i ty that gives our
country and, of course, our
town their uniqueness. In
our small town of 950 peo-
ple in two square miles, we
learned of backgrounds that
ranged from the founding of
Rh ode Island to warti m e
England. And there must be many more

unusual and equally great narratives
that will serve to enrich us and add
that much more validity to the idea
that we have bro u ght ri ches from
m a ny cultu res to cre a te our
“American” one.

This year, again, we ask you to join
us in bringing your stories to us. We
already have a most interesting one
scheduled for November. Won’t you
contribute yours for all of us to share?
As you can see from these photos,they
help to dramatize the story. May we
hear from you?  Call 609-448-2701.■

About Two Square Miles Of Stories
Everyone in our two-square mile town has old family photographs and memories

of the people in them.  These pictures and your memories are narratives waiting

to enrich us all.  So, join us in a Roosevelt Show and Tell project - find an old

picture or two and tell us a story in a few paragraphs.

For information telephone:

Marilyn Magnes 4 4 8 - 6 4 02

Pearl Seligman 4 4 8 - 2 3 4 0

TWO SQUARE MILES OF STORIES

skills in these two areas. Primary lit-
erature is the focus of the federal
government’s No Child Left Behind
Act, which drives the educational pro-
gram in New Jers ey. We sel ected
Mexico as our country of concentra-
tion for world language.

We especially hope to strengthen
our ties to the Roosevelt community
this year. Several teachers hope to
form an all i a n ce with Gold Fa rm 
and work to create an educational
program for different grade levels. I
plan to meet with the senior citizens
to invite them to join us on a month-
ly basis for activities that they can
enjoy that are led by our students. I
welcome suggestions from our com-
mu n i ty mem bers for any other
program or proj ect that wo u l d
strengthen the ties between the school
and community. One good way to
start is to be certain to invite everyone
to our school events.

Please be aware that the library is
open on Wednesday evenings, from
7:00-8:30. Our loyal volunteers who
never fail to help keep the library
open run the library. The PTA Book
Fair is scheduled for October 16 and
17. Scholastic has excellent books that
you may want to purchase for gifts.

If you are a Target shopper, please
sign up for the Target school donation
progra m . We just received from
Target a check for $38.91 from the 1%
of purchases that Target contributes if
customers who register Roosevelt as
their school of choice.

Boa rd of E du c a ti on agendas are
posted in the school and on the town
bulletin board. Feel free to attend any
meeting. If you would like an issue on
the board agenda, kindly contact me
at school by phone, 609-448-2798, or
e-mail, dweinbach@RPSI.org. ■

FROM THE CSA

Continued from Page 5
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Pro tecti on ordered the Boro u gh to
install individual water meters for all
the households and businesses served
by our town’s water plant. In the years
that followed succeeding administra-
ti ons ign ored the DEP’s pers i s ten t
requests. This year, the DEP ordered
the Borough to comply with the state
regulations by the end of next year.
Prior to receiving this notice, we had
put some money aside in the budget
for the installation of water meters.
During the last Council meeting, we
p a s s ed the legi s l a ti on nece s s a ry to
begin the installation of water meters.

B l i gh ted properties in Roo sevel t . . .
During the September 17th meeting,
the Council took a first step toward
cleaning up five abandoned or blighted
properties by directing the Planning
Board to investigate the creation of
Redevelopment Zones. Through this
process the Borough can direct the
clean-up of these properties and deter-
mine their future use. The Council has
already taken action to foreclose on the
abandoned gas station.

An update on the U.S. Home law-
suit...At our last meeting with Judge
Reisner, he ordered a court-appointed
“builder’s master” to help clarify the

issues involved in the  lawsuit and to
report her findings to the court. A
“builder’s master” is a planner with
ex pertise in Mt. L a u rel (afford a bl e
housing) matters. Over the summer
the master met with representatives
f rom U. S . Home as well as with 
m em bers of our Boro u gh advi s ory
committee. The master’s r eport was
issued in August and, in general, the
report’s con clu s i ons appear to be
favorable to our case.

In her report , the master agreed
with our claim that our affordable
housing obligation is 8-units, not the
32-units that U.S. Home claimed was
our unmet obligation. The master’s
report states that our affordable hous-
ing plan has “good bones” (U.S. Home
argued that our plan is faulty). These
findings may prove to be beneficial 
to our case.

I wi ll con ti nue to update you rega rd-
ing this and other matters in this
m on t h ly co lu m n . As alw ays I depen d
u pon your advi ce and su pport .

Michael Hamilton,Mayor ■

FROM THE MAYOR’S CHAIR

Continued from Page 4

Monmouth County
Vocational School District

I N F O R M AT I O N
SESSIONS FOR
2002 CLASSES

Communications High School
of Monmouth County

New Bedford Road, Wall, NJ
Wednesday, October 16 7 PM
Saturday, November 2 10 AM
Wednesday, November 13 7 PM
Saturday, November 23 10 AM

High Technology High School
Parking Lot 4, Brookdale Campus
Newman Springs Rd, Lincroft, NJ
Thursday, October 10 7 PM
Saturday, October 26 10 AM
Saturday, November 16 10 AM
Thursday, November 21 7 PM

Marine Academy of
Science & Te c h n o l o g y

Building 305, Sandy Hook, NJ
Thursday, October 3 7 PM
Saturday, October 19 10 AM
Saturday, November 2 7 PM
Thursday, November 23 7 PM

Monmouth County A c a d e m y
of Allied Health & Science

2325 Heck Avenue, Neptune, NJ
Wednesday, October 16 7 PM
Saturday, October 26 10 AM
Wednesday, November 13 7 PM
Saturday, November 23 10 AM

DEADLINE FOR
A P P L I C AT I O N S
D E C. 1 3 , 2 0 0 3

Send applications to:
MCVSD Admissions

41 Highway 34 South,
Colts Neck, NJ 07722

Admission Exam for all Schools
February 1, 2003  NO Wa l k - I n s !

The Monmouth County Vocational School  District 
does not discriminate on the basis of age,

color, creed, handicap, national origin, race,
religion, sex, or limited English.
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G uess  Jea ns  Hi s to r i c al  Se r i e s

There are few things as American as denim. That’s
true, except denim comes from the French city of
Nimes. That’s where they wove a twilled serge cloth
known as de Nimes. The bulky, ungainly garments
that farmers made from it never caught on, but the
American version sure did.
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Our Girl Scout troops will be send-
ing a box to our sister family every
month. The box may contain school
supplies, personal hygiene items,non-
peri s h a ble food s , clothing or any
s pecial request items made by the
family. Since we are a fairly small
troop (8 girls total, 4 Brownies and 4
Ju n i ors) we could use some hel p !
Donations of clothing or any of the
other items described above would be
wonderful. If you’d like to donate
cash for this project, that would be
great, too!  Our troop pays for the
items we send, plus the packing and
shipping of the boxes. We make sure
to include a stamped envelope and
s ome stati on ery so the family can
continually correspond with our girls.
This program re a lly en co u ra ges a
strong sense of community, within
our troop, within our town and
extending to the outside world. It
feels great to know the girls are mak-
ing new fri en d s , l e a rning abo ut
cultures that differ from them, experi-
encing commitment to a cause and
lending a helping hand. The benefits
of this program are endless.

Please contact me if you feel you
can assist us, in ANY way. There’s
a family in Tchu l a , MS work i n g
tow a rds making their lives a little 
better. Our lives are more enriched by
aiding them.

Con t act : Leslie Ca rn eva l e , Troop
Leader at 609-426-1728 if you have
any questions. ■

another way of saying “raise our taxes.’
The Mayor and Council had no

plan for Roosevelt’s future when they
rescinded PCD II. Preventing U.S.
Homes from building an Adu l t
Community because the Mayor and
Council are afraid of change is not 
a valid reason to rescind PCD II.
The U.S. Homes original plan was for
an Adult Community Development
and stated their intentions to make
su b s t a n tial improvem ents to our
Water/Sewer facilities.

The most important positive rea-
s on for having a Planned Adu l t
Com mu n i ty is pre s erving the
Roosevelt school. I believe if we are
forced to regionalize because of high
taxes, we will lose our school. We
will only have one vote on the school
board. The school will be closed
because it will be more economical 
to bus our small number of children
to a larger sch ool than keep our
school open. An Adult Community
would give us econ omic indepen-
den ce and tru ly pre s erve the be s t
things about living in Roosevelt. An
Adult Com mu n i ty would en h a n ce
and complement Roosevelt as a whole
and not take away from our town.

The taxpayers of Roo s evelt were
not given the opportunity to review
and discuss a formal proposal from
U.S. Homes. The Mayor and Council
closed the door before U.S. Homes
h ad the opportu n i ty to su bmit a 
formal plan. You and I, the taxpayers,
a re foo ting the bi ll for a lawsuit 
that will drain our surplus and raise
our taxes. On Election Day, vote
for Stu a rt Kaufman and Geor ge
Vasseur for Council. It is time to give
the taxpayers of Roosevelt a voice on
the Council.

Sincerely,
Stuart Kaufman

TOWN TOPICS

Girl Scouts

Continued from Page 7

LETTERS
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S E N I O R  C L U B  N E W S

By Clare Sacharoff

During the summer months, the
Senior Club enjoyed a performance
by Leslie Ugga m s , a well known 
vocalist at the PNC Garden State 
Arts Center.

In July, several members attended
the New Jers ey State Mu s eum in
Trenton where they viewed a plane-
tarium show and saw an exhibit by
the late local artist Jacob Landau.

On Septem ber 4, t h ere was an 
event called “Salute to Seniors”. This
was a picnic for all sen i ors in
Monmouth County. It was held at
Sa n dy Hook and inclu ded lu n ch 
and entertainment. Twelve of our
members participated.

Beth Jo h n s on invi ted the clu b
members for an afternoon of swim-
ming, sitting around her pool and 
just being friendly. All those who
attended enjoyed it.

The club voted to contribute $25
f rom the Sunshine Club to the
Roosevelt First Aid Squad.

There was a potluck luncheon at the
September meeting.

In October there were nominations
for officers. Elections will be held 
in November.

We wish a speedy recovery to three
of our members. They are Ed Moser,
Diana Klein and Gladys Nadler. ■

Dear Good

Neighbor

SLOW DOWN 

IN TOWN!



O ctober is here and thoughts of su m-
m er have faded and tu rn ed to fall i n g
l e ave s , h a rvest them e s , Indian Su m m er
and Ha ll oween . Just for a mom en t ,l et’s
retu rn to those thri lling days of l a s t
su m m er. It was a season of h a z y,
hu m i d , h o t , s m o ky, p a rch ed , s tormy,
d ren ch ed and ozon e - l aden days .

No one will be surprised to learn that
last summer was hotter than normal.
The heat was on for all three months.
June alone had four days when tem-
peratures reached 90 degrees or higher.
July had fifteen; a 90+ day for almost
every day the temperature failed to hit
the 90-degree mark. August wasn’t far
behind July. August had twelve 90+
days. For the season, daily high tem-
peratures reached 90 degrees or greater
a whopping 31 times. That’s an entire
month worth of days with highs over
90. The longest of the summer’s four
heat waves lasted 8 days. It started
August 12 and ending on the 20th.

June’s average high temperature was
1.6 degrees over norm a l , Ju ly 2.2
degrees high er than avera ge , a n d
August 2.8 degrees. The average for
the en ti re three months was 2.2
degrees above normal.

For all the news about our ongoing
drought, it may be difficult to believe
that Roo s evel t’s total prec i p i t a ti on
level for the months of June, July and
August was 14.36 inches, more than an
inch above normal. June and August
had rainfall well above normal. July’s
total was about an inch and a half
below normal. That may not seem too
bad, but it appears that this area of
New Jersey did better than many sec-
tions of the state. Roosevelt’s wells tap
into aquifers that are charged by rain
that falls in an area much larger than
our town limits. Therefore, the town is
still affected by the region’s drought.
An o t h er important fact abo ut last
su m m er ’s rain is that large su d den
downpours accounted for much of the
precipitation. A lot of that water never
had a chance to sink into the ground.
It simply ran off into streams.

The season’s longest dry spell began
in late June and lasted for 11 days,
ending on July 10.

The summer of 2002 was filled with
we a t h er rel a ted dra m a . The usu a l
hazy, hot and humid weather was aug-
mented with smoke-filled skies in July
that re su l ted from ligh tn i n g - s t a rted
fires nearly a thousand miles away in
northern Quebec. The smoke rode
here on winds that helped alleviate a
four-day heat wave. The wood smoke
darkened our skies and made breath-
ing uncomfortable. In mid-August, we
suffered again when a forest fire at Fort
Dix sent its smoke our way on winds
from the south.

A six-day heat wave ended on August
2 with a violent system of thunder-
s torm s . Roo s evelt was spared the
worst of the storms. Still, we had many
downed tree limbs and the most rain
to fall on any one day last summer.
Almost two inches of rain fell during
the storms’ run through town. Further
east and south of the borough, large
trees were uprooted and power failed
in thousands of homes. Some people
were wi t h o ut power for days . A
spokesman for Jersey Central Power
and Light said the damage to power
lines in Monmouth and Ocean coun-
ties was the worst ever experienced by
the uti l i ty. The New York Ti m e s
reported the storm bro u ght five to
seven thousand lightning strikes to the
metropolitan area.

Now that summer is gone we can
take those memories of a season of
woe and tuck them all away. Most can
be for go t ten until next ye a r. Just 
keep in mind that there is at least one
summer “gift” that will be with us until
the first hard frost, West Nile Virus.
Happy autumn.

A storm su r ge is a dome of w a ter that
builds up as a hu rricane moves over
w a ter. As the storm su r ge comes ashore
with the storm , it causes flooding that
is usu a lly a hu rri c a n e’s bi ggest kill er. ■

W E A T H E R  A L M A N A C

Aug .  15  -  S e p t .  15 ,  2002

Day High Low Avg Precip

15 94.6 70.5 82.6 0.00

16 94.5 74.3 84.4 0.00

17 94.5 71.6 83.1 0.00

18 93.9 73.8 83.9 0.00

19 93.0 71.1 82.1 0.00

20 86.2 70.2 78.2 0.00

21 85.3 62.4 73.9 0.15

22 86.9 59.9 73.4 0.00

23 82.9 70.0 76.5 0.15

24 78.4 67.5 73.0 0.00

25 82.8 63.3 73.1 0.95

26 82.9 60.8 71.9 0.05

27 84.9 60.6 72.8 0.00

28 72.1 66.0 69.1 0.00

29 66.7 59.9 63.3 1.00

30 73.0 59.9 66.5 1.15

31 76.3 56.8 66.6 0.00

1 67.5 59.4 63.5 0.29

2 68.5 60.4 64.5 3.00

3 79.9 58.1 69.0 0.15

4 87.1 68.0 77.6 0.00

5 80.8 57.9 69.4 0.00

6 75.2 53.1 64.2 0.00

7 79.5 51.6 65.6 0.00

8 82.9 53.1 68.0 0.00

9 85.3 55.8 70.6 0.00

10 84.7 59.9 72.3 0.00

11 78.6 65.1 71.9 0.00

12 71.4 51.4 61.4 0.00

13 79.0 50.0 64.5 0.00

14 83.8 59.2 71.5 0.00

15 82.8 67.8 75.3 0.20
Total Precipitation 7.09

W e a t h e r  W o r d
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By Ron Filepp
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Munsel’s place as the Baby Soprano just the year before.)  I was
feeling pretty low on both counts and therefore highly vulner-
able to seduction, when my dearest friend, at the Met, Ann
Bollinger, took me to dinner at an authentic Rathskeller in
Chicago’s famous Loop district. There,distracted by a raucous
Bavarian string trio, I comforted myself, at Ann’s suggestion,
with my first taste of May Wine. This light, refreshing white
wine was a special treat. It was served chilled, in graceful
Riesling glasses with colored stems, and was infused with an
h erb call ed Wa l d m ei s ter, G erman for “ Forest Ma s ter ”
(although the French call it La Reine des Bois, or Queen of the
Forest), with a strawberry afloat. Its origins are adamantly
claimed by a tiny corner of the province of Lorraine (Fr)
known as Bitcherland (Ger). It proved to be a truly comfort-
ing libation that spring afternoon in Chicago so very long ago.
I have enjoyed May Wine many times since then, and have
learned that Waldmeister is known here as Sweet Woodruff.

My next encounter with this aromatic herb did not occur until just last spring,
when I was overpowered by an intoxicating aroma at the entrance to the
Cloisters Museum in upper Manhattan. There is a huge patch of woodruff just
to the side of that unpretentious entry. Eureka!  I realized that this herb could
grow in this climate, possibly in my own garden. So I did some simple research
and found an herb farm in Cranbury. There I bought several pots of the object
of my culinary affection, which has since taken up residence very near my own
unpretentious entry.

Next, I consulted my neighbor, the great chef Andrea Branco of Ristorante
Roma Antica fame. His knowledge and suggestions have inspired me to a spate
of experiments in my kitchen. My first effort was to slip a few sprigs of the
woodruff, along with an equal amount of thyme, under the skin of a roasting
chicken. The bird was otherwise traditionally seasoned. Instant success!  Drunk

It all began in May of 1950. The
Metropolitan Opera’s spring tour
was midweek in its Chicago run.

I had just been deposed as the Baby
Soprano of the company by the seri-
ously young, seriously talented Roberta
Peters (she being 18, I a ripe old 23).
Also, I had been reviewed that week by
the Tri bu n e’s notori o u s ly vi tri o l i c
music cri tic Claudia Ca s s i dy, wh o
wrote of my performance as Musetta in
La Boheme, “Wouldn’t Patricie Munsel
make a lovely Musetta!” (I had taken

My Affair With the

Forest Master

B R E A K I N G  B R E A D

Continued on Page 15

By Lois Hunt
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with power from my newly acquired
acumen, I have gone on a woodruff
binge (to the dismay of my family and
friends). I have used it everywhere,
nestling it under various fishes, and
adding it to sundry soups. I have also
made my own May Wine, which you
can do, too, by simply tying a few
sprigs of the herb together with some
thread and hanging them in a bottle of
Reisling or Mosselle wine for a few
days in the fridge. Don’t forget the
strawberry!  This same basic technique
can be used to mellow out the flavor of
Schnapps. The herb should be bruised
and steeped in the schnapps for about
21 days, then strained. Prosit!

Up to now, I  provided you with no
specific clue as to the actual qualities
of Waldmeister/La Reine des Bois: nor
can I. Describing a flavor or a scent is
most challenging, and these in partic-
ular are so subtle and exotic that I’m
grasping at adjectives. The properties
of my current herb of choice I would
venture are: sweet but not cloying,
bright but not sharp, assertive but not
overpowering. The scent has been
described as a mixture of vanilla and
newly mown hay. My best friend, who
has survived my cooking thrall chose
the word “haunting”. For me that does
it well enough not only to describe the
total effect of my oh, so long relation-
ship with the delicate herb, but with
the Forest Master himself.

Mai Bowle (Mennonite)
1/2 c. dried woodruff
1 c. confectioners’ sugar
1 c. cognac
4 qts. Moselle of Rhein wine
crushed ice
1 c. fresh strawberries

Place dried herb in a 
small bowl

Add boiling water,
steep 1 hour

Place 3 T. of herb infusion
in punch bowl

Stir in sugar, cognac and wine

Add ice
Just before serving, pour in
Champagne or soda and set
strawberries afloat.

Serves 6 with plenty of refills

Colored stem Reisling glasses
are optional.

Huzzah!!  I seem to have rediscov-
ered the wheel. As I was walking my
grand-dog just this week, I became
aware of a sweet scent as I passed a
certain area of Homestead Lane. One
day it was there and the next not. I
stalked this e lusive aroma and tracked
it to a particular location. There I
fo u n d , u n der an overh a n ging dog-
wood tree, guess what?  There was a
luxuriant carpet of Sweet Woodruff
accented by a sprinkling of Lilies of
the Valley. My face is red but my heart
is pure, perhaps I have piqued your
interest just a wee bit. ■

BREAKING BREAD

Continued from Page 14

THE
ROOSEVELT BOROUGH

BULLETIN
is distributed free-of-charge to Roosevelt residents.  We look forward

to and appreciate contributions which are needed to keep our publication

going. Contributions are tax deductible

PLEASE NOTE:
Due to postal regulations  we can only ask for “donations” rather than

“subscriptions” from out-of-towners who wish to receive the BULLETIN. 

We will be pleased to continue sending them the BULLETIN when we

receive their contributions which, of course, can be for the same amount

(or more) as in the past.



1 6 B u l l e t i n • October 2002

This column will appear from time to
time to inform our residents of current
and coming events such as those listed
below as well as CD’s, publication of
books, singing engagements, etc. Please
c a ll Bess Trem per, 6 0 9 - 4 4 8 - 2 7 0 1 , to
include your event.

JACOB LANDAU

Ex h i bi ti on at James Ya ro s h
Associates

Fine Art and Design Gallery

55 E. Main street (Rt.520)

Holmdel, NJ

Open i n g : Sa tu rd ay, O ctober 12,
Noon to 4 p.m.

Recepti on : Su n d ay, O ctober 13,
Noon to 4 p.m.

D avid Herrs trom wi ll pre s ent a 
convers a ti onal lectu re at the 
Sunday Reception,
October 12 to November 12.

Note: a group of Landau’s work will
be on permanent exhibition at this
gallery.

ALAN MALLACH

Northeastern University Press has
p u bl i s h ed Alan Ma ll ach’s boo k ,
Pi etro Ma sc a gni and His Opera s .
This is the first English language
biography of Mascagni, composer of
Cavalleria Rusticana, and a major
figure in the late 19th and early 20th
century Italian opera.

Alan will be lecturing on Mascagni
and signing copies of his book at the
P h i l adel phia Opera Club on
Saturday, October 12 at 11 a.m. The
l ectu re wi ll take place at the
Academy of Vocal Arts, 1920 Spruce
Street, in Center City Philadelphia.

He wi ll also pre s ent a recital of
Romantic piano music at Rutgers
University’s Kirkpatrick Chapel on
Somerset Street in downtown New
Brunswick. The concert, which will
i n clu de music by Liszt, Fa u re ,
Tchaikovsky and Chopin, will take
place on Sunday, November 3 at
3:00 p. m . , and wi ll ben efit the
Bru n s wi ck & Ra ritan Ho u s i n g
Corporation. For further informa-
tion, call 732-247-4035.

JUDITH NAMIAS

Exhibition of paintings

Title of show: ONE IN EIGHT,
D E D I C ATED TO BREAST 
CANCER AWARENESS

St. Peters University Hospital

New Brunswick

October 11 and 12

LOUISE ROSSKAM
LIFE IN PH OTOG RA PH Y:
LOUISE RO S S KAM AND THE
DOCUMENTARY TRADITION

Maier Museum of Art, Randolph
Woman’s College, Lynchburg, VA

August 12 to October 26

A co ll ecti on of ph o togra phs 
of Cen tral New Jers ey ’s fast 
disappearing barns

New Jersey Museum of Agriculture
at Cook College,

Rutgers University, New Brunswick
Through November

BEN SHAHN

THE RILKE PORT F O L I O, F O R
THE SAKE OF A SINGLE VERSE

Ei s en berg Gall ery, Zi m m erli Art
Museum

24 lithographs and letter presses

Tu e s . t h ro u gh Fri . , 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

Sa tu rd ay and Su n d ay, Noon to 
5 p.m.

71 Hamilton St., New Brunswick

LEONID SIVERIVER

Exhibition of Ceramics

A group show in the ga ll ery of
the Lawren cevi lle Prep Sch oo l ,
Lawrenceville

October 3-31

R O O S E V E L T  A R T S  E L S E W H E R E
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R O O S E V E L T  A R T S  P R O J E C T
2 0 0 2 - 2 0 0 3  S E A S O N

S a t u r d a y, Se p t e m b e r  21
5:00 p.m. at the Borough Hall
S TO RY T E L L I N G
Jaymie Kosa and David Brahinsky will present stories for children of all ages.

S a t u r d a y, O c t o b e r  1 2
8:00 p.m. at the Borough Hall
S I N G E R / S O N G W R I T E R S
Michael Brett (Nahmias) and Ivan Rubenstein-Gillis with songs and music.

S a t u r d a y, N ov e m b e r  9
3:00 p.m. Exhibit; 7:00 p.m. Lecture at Jacob’s Geodesic Dome, 30 Lake Drive
A  V I S I T  T O  J A C O B  L A N D AU ’ S  S T U D I O
The art of the late Jacob Landau will be displayed, and at 7:00 p.m. Professor Mel Leipzig of Mercer County
Community College will talk about Jacob’s art.  This will be followed by an informal reception.

S a t u r d a y, De c e m b er  7
8:00 p.m. at the Borough Hall
M E Z ZO - S O P R A N O  C H E R I  R O S E  ( K AT Z )
Cheri Rose will sing operatic arias, songs, and musical theater pieces.

S a t u r d a y, Fe b r u a r y  8
8:00 p.m. at the Borough Hall

T H E  E L L A R S L I E  T R I O
Cindy Ogulnick, violin; Ericka Phillips, cello; and Alan Mallach, piano.  They will play great music 
from the Baroque era to the 20th century.

S a t u r d a y, Ma r c h  8
8:00 p.m. at the Borough Hall

P O E T RY  R E A D I N G
Join the Roosevelt poets for an evening of poetry with musical accompaniment.

F r i d a y, A p r i l  25  a n d  S a t u r d a y, A p r i l  2 6
8:00 p.m. at the Borough Hall
T H E  R O O S EV E LT  S T R I N G  B A N D
The popular String Band returns with songs from many cultures.

V o l u n t a r y  C o n t r i b u t i o n :
For most events $5 per adult. For the String Band $10 per adult, $5 for seniors and children.

Visit our RAP website: www.music.columbia.edu/roosevelt ■
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SUPPORTERS AND CONTRIBUTORS

2002 - 2003

The Roosevelt Borough Bulletin is made possible by a grant from McCaffrey's Market,
East Windsor Floor Covering, and annual contributions from readers like you.

The Bulletin is pleased to accept articles having to do in any way with the Borough of Roosevelt, including
literary works by local residents and others with ties to the community. However, due to the fact that this
is a non-profit publication that is dependent upon public contributions, articles designed to promote the
sale of products or services for profit cannot be accepted.

Let’s fill this page 

with new donors 

and subscribers 

for the coming year.

We’re counting on you!!



A U T O M O B I L E  S E R V I C I N G
COMPACT KARS
Rt. 526 at Rt. 537, Clarksburg, NJ 08510
Complete Mechanical & Auto Collision
Repairs/24Hr. Towing/Select Used Cars
609-259-6373

LANE TIRE CENTER
Complete Auto Care Center
All Work Gu a ra n teed / Forei gn & Dom e s ti c
387 Mercer St., Hightstown
448-9500

B A N K
FLEET BANK
The Bulletin Bank

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T
C O N S T R U C T I O N , E T A L
COLORBLINDS DESIGN
Interior Design Service
Specialize in Windows
10% Discount to Roosevelt Residents
Nona Sherak 448-2797

DR. K’s LANDSCAPING AND
LAWN CARE
Mowing – Planting – Fertilizing – Pru n i n g
Yard Clean-Up – Landscaping – Tree
Trimming and Removal
Designs by Craig & Howard Kaufman
448-4282

EAST WINDSOR FLOOR COVERING
We’ve got your en ti re floor covering need s
* * WOO D * * V I N Y L * * T I L E * * C E RA M I C * *
Wall-to-Wall Carpets, 888 Area Rugs
Three locations to serve you better
East Wi n d s or Ha m i l ton Ewi n g
6 0 9 - 4 4 3 - 6 9 9 9 6 0 9 - 8 9 0 - 6 1 1 1 6 0 9 - 3 9 2 - 0 6 0 0

MICHAEL D. PRYZCHOCKI,
GENERAL CONTRACTOR,INC.
Small Job to Total Construction.
Roofing, Wood Decks, Patios, Additions.
Renovations – Bathroom, Kitchens,
Remodeling – Custom Closets,
Insulations, Formica, Major and Minor
Repairs. References Available. Fully
Insured, Free Estimates, Certified
Contractor. 10% Senior Citizen Discount
448-2180

ARTHUR R. STINSON CONSTRUCTION
Additions • Foundations • Stamped
Concrete
Snow Removal
Free Estimates
448-0154
Fax 448-1122

S P E C I A L T I E S
R & A PETRILLA
Old Books & Papers
Purchased and appraised
(established 1970)
609-426-4999

C U S TOMIZED COMPUTER SERV I C E S
Virus cleaning, Computer training, more.
Specializing in home networks to share
your internet connection, printers, files
with 2 or more computers.
Roosevelt home page space and design
donated, see at www.web2sons.org.
Roosevelt resident, Bob Francis 
Contact sales@treevine.com or
call 609-448-4064.

M U S I C
GUITAR INSTRUCTION
Age 7 & up
David Brahinsky: 443-1898
STORYTELLING & FOLK SINGING
AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES.

P E T  C A R E  &  H I G H  Q U A L I T Y
D O G  F O O D
Experienced loving pet sitter
Call Lois @  609-426-4209

P E R S O N A L  C A R E
COUNSELING
Individual, Couples and Family Therapy/
Counseling
Robin Axel, ACSW,LCSW
Robert A. Axel, Ph.D.
609-426-1711

TAI CHI CLASSES
For Relaxation & Balance
Exercise for all ages
Wednesdays: 10 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
at the Borough Hall
Call June Counterman 448-3182

YOGA INSTRUCTION/
YOGA THERAPY
Offering individual and group sessions.
For class schedule and info., call
Deborah Metzger  443-3759

P R I N T E R S
PRINTS OF WINDSOR
Quality Printing and Copying
1274 Route 130 South
Box 354
Windsor, NJ 08561
448-3400 • Fax 448-0684
Printer of the Bulletin

TRIANGLE
Your Full service Copy Center
Voice: 609-448-8161
Fax: 609-448-9499
e-mail: info@trianglecopy.com
www.trianglecopy.com
22 Dutchneck Commons
Route 130
East Windsor, NJ 08520

R E A L  E S T A T E
MARILYN TICKTIN
Sales Rep. & Realtor Associate at Fox &
Roach Selling & Renting Homes in
Roosevelt for 25 years. Please call for
Information regarding financing, buying
Or selling.
Office 924-1600, Ext. 131;
Evening 448-0363

R E S T A U R A N T / T A K E O U T
ROSSI’S PIZZA & DELI
1 North Rochdale Ave.
Route 571
Roosevelt, NJ 08555
609-443-5111
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B U S I N E S S  S P O N S O R S
The Bulletin publishes free-of-charge public information listings from Roosevelt residents and business, and from those in the immedi-
ate vicinity with ties to Roosevelt. Write: Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Box 221, Roosevelt,NJ 08555. Contributions are appreciated and
are tax-deductible (suggested: $40.00/year, $50.00 if over 5 lines.)  Deadline is the 15th o f each month.

Pa t r o n i z e  o u r  

b u s i n e s s  s p o n s o r s .

M o s t  o f  t h e m  a r e

o u r  n e i g h b o r s .
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Please send your events and activities to Jane Rothfuss, Box 122,
448-3717 or email: kirkjane@juno.com
Wednesdays 7-8:15 p.m. Roosevelt branch of the Monmouth
County Library open at RPS

O c t o b e r

1 Wed. 12:30 p.m. Senior Blood Pressure Check,
Borough Hall

1:00 p.m. Seniors Meeting, Borough Hall,
President Gerry Millar, 609-
448-0351

3 Thurs. 7:30 p.m. Boa rd of E du c a ti on Meeti n g,
R P S , Pre s i dent Sharl en e
Ellentuck, 609-

448-4440

4 Fri. Pizza Day, RPS

7 Mon. 7:30 p.m. Council Agenda Meeti n g,
Mayor Mi ch ael Ha m i l ton ,
Borough Hall, 609-443-5227

8 Tues. 8:00 p.m. Planning Boa rd Meeti n g,
Ch a i rman Ra l ph Sel i gm a n ,
Borough Hall, 609-448-2340

9 Wed. C R E C Y C L E

10 Thurs. 7:30 p.m. Boa rd of E du c a ti on Meeti n g,
R P S , Pre s i dent Sharl en e
Ellentuck, 609-448-4440

14 Mon. RPS – School Pictures

RPS Early Dismissal –
Professional Development

7:30 p.m. Council Acti on Meeti n g,
Borough Hall, Mayor Michael
Hamilton,609-443-5227

16 Wed. RPS - PTA Book Fair

17 Thurs. RPS – PTA Book Fair

7:30 p.m. Synagogue Board Meeting, Neil
Marko, 609-443-6818

8:00 p.m. E nvi ron m ental Com m i s s i on ,
Borough Hall, Vice Chair Kirk
Rothfuss,

609-448-3713

18 Fri. Pizza Day – RPS

21 Mon. 7:30 p.m. P TA Meeti n g, R P S , Pre s i den t
Larissa Bondy, 609-443-7430

7:30 p.m. Council Com m i t tee Meeti n g,
Borough Hall, Mayor Michael
Hamilton, 609-443-5227

22 Tues. RPS Early Dismissal – Parent
Conferences

23 Wed. C R E C Y C L E

24 Thurs. RPS Early Dismissal – Parent
Conferences

7:30 p.m. Boa rd of E du c a ti on Meeti n g,
R P S , Pre s i dent Sharl en e
Ellentuck, 609-448-4440

28 Mon. 7:30 p.m. Council Committee Meetings,
Borough Hall, Mayor Michael
Hamilton, 609-443-5227

31 Thurs. Ha ll oween – Tri ck or Treat 
at RPS

N o v e m b e r  C a l e n d a r  P r e v i e w

1 Fri. Pizza Day – RPS

4 Mon. 7:30 Council Agenda Meeti n g,
Borough Hall, Mayor Michael
Hamilton, 609-443-5227
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